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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  a report  on  the  health  of  the  Burgh 
for  the  year  1960. 

As  formerly,  the  Foreword  contains  a brief  review  and  the 
statistics  are  shown  thereafter. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  R.  W.  HAY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FOREWORD 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  year 

1960 

52,515 

Births 

874 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

16.6 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  live  births 

4.0 

Marriages 

461 

Marriage  rate  . . 

8.8 

Deaths  . . 

520 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population 

9.9 

Infant  deaths 

14 

Infant  Mortality  rate  . . 

16 

Still-births 

24 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  .. 

27 

Maternal  deaths 

— 

Maternal  death-rate 

— 

All  Tuberculosis  Deaths 

4 

All  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

0.08 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Deaths 

4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate  . . 

0.08 

Area  of  Burgh  . . 

4,890 

Census  of  occupied  houses 

acres 

17,182 

Rateable  value  of  Burgh 

£609,684 
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foreword 


The  vital  statistics  shown  on  the  opposite  page  are  similar  to  those 
for  the  preceding  year.  The  mortality  rates  are  all  lower  than  average 
but  the  birth  rate,  already  low,  has  dropped  again.  For  many  years 
now  I have  indicated  the  anomaly  which  exists  in  Kirkcaldy  which  has 
a very  high  marriage  rate  and  a very  low  birth  rate.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  is  low  and  Kirkcaldy  is  a relatively  moral  community, 
that  is  to  say,  the  illegitimate  birth  rate  is  low.  While  the  average 
earnings  of  the  worker  is  not  high,  there  has  been  comparatively  little 
unemployment,  and  the  overall  housing  provision  has  been  reasonable. 
I have  suggested  that  one  of  the  main  reasons  may  be  the  fact  that 
young  married  couples  receive  no  encouragement  whatsoever  in  ob- 
taining a suitable  house  in  which  to  bring  up  a family.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector,  in  his  Report,  page  34,  notes  that  the  waiting  list  for  houses 
remains  constant  despite  the  provision  of  456  new  houses  in  1960. 
He  assumes  that  the  bulk  of  the  new  applicants  are  drawn  from  the 
461  couples  who  got  married  during  the  year.  I think  he  is,  generally 
speaking,  correct  in  his  assumption.  The  Council’s  policy  in  this 
respect  may  have  been  disastrous  from  the  financial  aspect,  as  will  be 
seen  under  para.  (c). 

In  regard  to  the  special  aspects  referred  to  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  : 

(а)  The  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations  have  been  well  re- 
ceived in  the  Burgh  and  a note  of  the  developments  will  be  found  on 
pages  40  to  42  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

{b)  No  formal  action  has  required  to  be  taken  under  the  Noise 
Abatement  Act,  1960,  and  such  informal  steps  as  have  been  necessary 
were  in  regard  to  minor  nuisances. 

(c)  Little  if  anything  has  been  done  specifically  regarding  home 
accidents  in  the  way  of  forming  special  safety  committees,  but  for 
some  time  the  health  visitors  have  paid  special  attention  to  this  aspect 
of  their  work.  To  date  I have  been  unable  to  obtain  figures  from  the 
General  Hospitals  in  the  area  relating  to  accidents  occurring  in  the 
home. 

(б)  Health  Education  ; It  is  difficult  to  assess  or  measure  the 
results  of  health  education.  I believe  that  the  satisfactory  statistics  do 
reflect  the  good  work  which  is  being  done  by  way  of  education. 

(6>)  Relative  cost  of  individual  services  : The  Secretary  of  State 
requested  (D.H.S.  Circular  91/60)  that  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
should  include  in  their  Report  for  that  year  “a  statement  of  the  relative 
percentage  cost  of  the  various  local  authority  health  services  with  views 
on  whether  the  present  balance  is  appropriate”. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  total  amount  is  adequate,  which  I doubt. 
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Fortunately,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  already  referred  to  the 
correlation  of  local  health  authority  expenditure  with  the  other  branches 
of  the  National  Health  Service — a very  important  factor  as  far  as  this 
Burgh  is  concerned. 

I would  propose  to  review  the  general  position  in  regard  to  the 
National  Health  Service  and  Welfare  and  thereafter  narrow  the  focus 
on  the  individual  services  as  operating  in  the  Burgh.  I am  not  a financial 
officer  therefore  my  arguments  may  be  regarded  as  “views”  in  the  sense 
implied  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  relative  costs  of  the  three  main  branches  of  the  National 
Health  Service  which  came  into  operation  in  July,  1948,  have  not 
worked  out  as  its  promoters  expected.  The  following  table  illustrates 
the  position  : 


White  Paper 

“A  National  Health  Service” 
Cmd.  6502.  1944. 

Civil 

Estimates 

1949/50 

Costs 

1959/60 

Hospital  and 
Specialist 
Service  . . 

£9.6m. 

£24.4m. 

£53.2m. 

General 
Practitioner 
Service  . . 

£3.2m. 

£12. 5m. 

£8.2m. 

Local  Health 
Authority 
Services  . . 

£2.8m. 

£l.lm. 

(plus  equal  amount 
from  rates) 

£8.2m. 

Exchequer 
contribution 
to  the  N.H.S. . . 

82% 

73% 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Hospital  Service  costs  have  doubled  in  the 
first  ten  years  of  operation  while  those  of  the  Local  Authority  have 
increased  threefold.  Making  allowance  for  the  purchasing  power  of 
money  it  is  calculated  that  the  N.H.S.  has  shown  an  overall  increase 
of  22%,  yet  the  Exchequer’s  contribution  has  decreased  by  9%.  The 
percentage  saving  by  the  Exchequer  at  the  expense  of  the  consumers 
(patients  and  ratepayers)  will  be  further  increased  by  the  withdrawal 
of  grants. 

The  reason  for  the  threefold  increase  in  Local  Authority  expendi- 
ture is  partly  Government  miscalculations  in  the  first  instance,  and 
partly  the  failure  of  the  Hospital  services  in  that  the  Local  Authority 
has  had  to  look  after  the  chronic  sick,  etc.  This  shelving  of  responsi- 
bility is  Exchequer  policy  and  not  the  wish  of  the  Hospital  Boards. 
The  following  table  from  my  Annual  Report  for  1957/58  shows  how 
this  area  has  been  exceptionally  hard  hit  in  this  respect. 
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Number  of  beds  per  100,000  population 


Hospital 

Region 

General 

Surgery 

Gynae- 

cology 

Paedi- 

atrics 

Fractures 

and 

Traumatic 

Surgery 

General 

Medicine 

Eyes 

Chronic 

Sick 

Northern 

87.0 

26.0 

56.0 

63.0 

99.0 

6.0 

91.0 

North- 

Eastern 

53.0 

17.0 

43.0 

29.0 

73.0 

9.0 

155.0 

Eastern 

136.0 

24.0 

60.0 

102.0 

138.0 

12.0 

165.0 

South 

Eastern 

70.0 

23.0 

39.0 

29.0 

95.0 

10.0 

82.0 

Western 

85.0 

28.0 

32.0 

33.0 

87.0 

8.0 

106.0 

Fife 

County 

36.0 

9.0 

14.0 

9.0 

40.0 

1.0 

47.0 

The  first  extensions  to  the  Victoria  Hospital  were  designed  to 
alleviate  the  chronic  sick  problem  yet  such  were  the  urgent  needs  for 
acute  cases  that  little  or  no  relief  has  been  given  to  the  Burgh’s  domi- 
ciliary services  in  coping  with  cases  which  should  be  in  hospital.  The 
position  is  still  that  400  beds  are  required  in  East  Fife. 

The  relatively  high  expenditure  is  reflected  in  the  percentage  costs 
and  in  the  type  of  case  dealt  with  as  will  be  shown  later. 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  get  comparable  figures  but  the  following 
table  is  based  on  figures  shown  in  the  Report  of  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland  1960.  Kirkcaldy’s  population  is  roughly  1 % of  the 
whole  of  Scotland  and  its  proportional  expenditure  of  the  global  figure 
is  compared  with  its  actual.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that 
the  former  is  for  the  year  1958/59  whereas  the  latter  is  the  latest  figures 
for  1960/61.  In  the  period  of  rising  costs  one  must  assume  that  the 
proportional  expenditure  should  be  appreciably  higher  than  shown. 


Actual 

1960/61 

Nett  pro- 
portional 
1958/59 

/o 

Kirkcaldy 

% of  Service 
whole  of 
Scotland 

Care  of  Mothers  and 

Young  Children  . . 

£13,365 

£14,140 

21.99 

26.5 

Domestic  Help 

£15,170 

£9,590 

24.96 

18.5 

Home  Nursing 

£11,712 

£9,430 

19.27 

17.0 

Midwifery  

£5,516 

£4,600 

9.08 

8.0 

Health  Visiting 

£6,693 

£4,550 

11.01 

8.0 

Mental  Health 

£2,245 

£4,120 

3.70 

7.5 

T.B.,  Care  and  After-care 
Vaccination,  Immunisation 

£2,420 

£4,090 

3.98 

7.5 

and  other  Health  Services 

£3,650 

£3,520 

6.01 

7.0 
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It  can  be  inferred  that  Kirkcaldy  is  spending  rather  less  than  it 
should  on  its  health  services  but  proportionately  too  much  on  domestic 
help  and  home  nursing  (chronic  sick). 

Comparative  costs  can  be  very  misleading  when  one  comes  down 
to  individual  services.  Where  recoveries  are  made,  e.g.,  for  domestic 
help,  the  nett  cost  obviously  depends  to  a great  extent  on  the  scale  of 
recovery  adopted  by  the  Authority. 

It  is  also  possible  to  promote  certain  services  under  different  sec- 
tions of  an  Act  or  even  under  another  Act  altogether,  e.g.,  B.C.G. 
immunisation  could  come  under  Sec.  26  “vaccination  and  immunisa- 
tion” or  under  Sec.  27  “prevention  of  illness”  of  the  N.H.S.  Act;  and 
welfare  schemes  for  the  handicapped  could  come  under  Sec.  27  of  the 
N.H.S.  Act  or  under  Sec.  29  of  the  National  Assistance  Act. 


The  following  table  compiled  from  statistics  contained  in  the 
Rating  Review  and  the  1961  Census  may  be  of  some  interest  : 


Esti- 

Expenditure 

Recoveries 

mated 

Popu- 

Popu- 

lation 

Total 

Vaccn.  and 

Domestic 

lation 

1961 

Local 

Iminn.  per 

help  per 

Domestic 

1960 

Census 

Health 

treatment 

household 

Help 

£ 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Kirkcaldy 

52,407 

52,371 

61,714 

5/-I 

47  8 7 

24  5 5 

Large  Burgh  ‘A’ 

51,503 

49,654 

47,809 

0-/7 

49  16  1 

5 19  1 

Large  Burgh  ‘B’ 

46,768 

53,946 

62,744 

51-8 

32  4 10 

10  4 0 

Large  Burgh  ‘C’ 

45,768 

47,159 

62,093 

41-4 

26  9 10 

10  7 6 

Large  Burgh  ‘D’ 

45,776 

47,509 

46,927 

21-4 

42  8 0 

12  6 4 

Large  Burgh  ‘E’ 

41,116 

41,199 

39,644 

0/-9 

31  8 5 

14  9 9 

I think  one  can  only  infer  from  the  above  that  Kirkcaldy  is  not 
especially  generous  to  its  health  services  but  one  can  jump  to  erroneous 
conclusions  regarding  Immunisation  and  Domestic  Help.  Recently  I 
discussed  immunisation  costs  with  the  O.  & M.  Officer  and  suggested 
that  the  low  cost  of  another  Authority  was  due  simply  to  the  fact  that 
its  own  officers  performed  the  work  instead  of  farming  it  out  to  general 
practitioners,  and  the  time  of  its  medical  officers  was  not  reflected  in 
the  costs.  In  regard  to  Domestic  Help,  Kirkcaldy’s  high  recovery  rate 
was  due  to  the  high  indirect  recovery  rate  from  the  Assistance  Board. 
This  will  be  referred  to  later. 
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For  the  following  table  of  Health  Service  Costs  1960/61  I am 
indebted  to  the  Town  Chamberlain  : 


Cost 

Cost  and 
Admin.  Exps. 

Net  Cost 

Net  Cost  and 
Admin.  Exps. 

£ 

% 

£ 

y 

£ 

% 

£ 

/o 

Administrative 

10,496 

(13.80) 

10,496 

(17.27) 

Care  of 

Mothers  and 

Young  Child’n 

15,775 

(20.73) 

18,300 

(24.06) 

11,057 

(18.19) 

13,365 

(21.99) 

Midwifery 

4,563 

( 6.00) 

5,293 

( 6.96) 

4,563 

( 7.51) 

5,516 

( 9.08) 

Health  Visiting 

5,537 

( 7.28) 

6,423 

( 8.44) 

5,537 

( 9.11) 

6,693 

(11.01) 

Home  Nursing 

9,689 

(12.73) 

11,240 

(14.78) 

9,689 

(15.94) 

11,712 

(19.27) 

Prevention  of 

Illness 

2,171 

( 2.85) 

2,519 

( 3.31) 

2,002 

( 3.30) 

2,420 

( 3.98) 

Domestic  Help 

22,213 

(29.21) 

25,768 

(33.87) 

12,550 

(20.65) 

15,170 

(24.96) 

Mental  Health 

2,609 

( 3.43) 

3,027 

( 3.98) 

1,857 

( 3.06) 

2,245 

( 3.70) 

Other 

3,020 

( 3.97) 

3,503 

( 4.60) 

3,020 

( 4.97) 

3,650 

( 6.01) 

Totals 

76,073  (100%) 

76,073  (100%) 

60,771 

(100%) 

60,771  (100%) 

While  no  medical  officer  can  afford  to  disregard  the  financial  aspect, 
health,  with  its  somewhat  intangible  long  term  dividends,  cannot  be  run 
primarily  as  a business.  So  long  as  the  indirect  returns  from  the 
Assistance  Board  were  on  a modest  scale  no  difficulties  arose  but  the 
raising  of  the  maximum  charge  to  24s.  6d.  has  led  to  the  Assistance 
Board  insisting  that  we  should  apply  the  same  assessment  of  need  to 
“our”  cases  as  they  do  to  “theirs”.  This  I cannot  accept.  After  all, 
this  is  a health  service,  the  recoveries  for  which  we  can  abate  in  whole 
or  in  part.  The  role  of  the  Assistance  Board  is  indirect  and  incidental 
to  those  who  may,  or  may  not,  approach  the  Board. 

On  the  face  of  it  therefore  I do  not  think  that  the  Burgh  can  develop 
its  basic  health  and  welfare  services  over  the  next  four  years  within  the 
financial  restrictions  laid  down. 

In  considering  whether  savings  could  be  effected  there  are  two 
main  avenues  of  approach — firstly,  efficiency  and  economy,  and 
secondly,  sacrificing  some  part  of  the  service. 

It  is,  I think,  obvious  that  the  scope  of  the  present  services  within 
the  comparatively  modest  allocation  of  money  could  not  have  been 
achieved  unless  the  services  had  been  well  run.  I wish  to  record  that 
I have  always  received  great  help  from  the  Chamberlain  whom  I am 
always  consulting  and  who  has  made  available  his  first  class  “mech- 
anics” for  accounting,  etc. 

Mechanisation  of  the  nursing  services  by  providing  cars  has  also 
increased  the  turn  over  and  might  be  developed  further. 
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At  times  the  Central  Government  has  upset  the  planned  services 
by  introducing  what  really  amounted  to  panic  measures,  (announced 
over  the  wireless)  and  without  any  prior  consultation  or  advice. 

A great  deal  of  time  has  been  taken  up  with  long  term,  and  some- 
times unrealistic,  estimates  for  the  Government  broken  down  into 
useless  detail.  The  basic  idea  behind  this  was  undoubtedly  to  devise 
formulae  for  grant  purposes  and  in  this  the  Exchequer  has  been  suc- 
cessful. The  loss  of  the  Equalisation  Grant  to  the  Burgh  is  a serious 
blow,  but  the  Burgh  has  not  heeded  advice  which  might  have  made  all 
the  difference.  The  formula  for  the  Equalisation  Grant  contains  a 
weighing  factor,  namely,  the  number  of  children  under  15  years.  Eor 
many  years  now  I have  pointed  out  that  Kirkcaldy  has  a high  marriage 
rate  and  a very  low  birth  rate  and  one  reason  for  this  anomaly  is  un- 
doubtedly the  fact  that  the  Burgh  offers  little  if  any  prospects  of  a 
young  couple  getting  a house  in  which  to  rear  a family. 

Substantial  savings  with  increased  efficiency  could  have  been 
effected  in  the  Hospital  services  as  I pointed  out  in  1955.  (Epidemiolo- 
gical Reflections  on  the  economy  of  the  Health  Services.  British 
Medical  Journal,  30th  July,  1955). 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  any  views  of  a medical  officer  of  health 
on  whether  the  balance  of  his  local  authority’s  expenditure  is  appro- 
priate must  take  into  account  the  foregoing  considerations.  It  is  not 
appropriate  that  Kirkcaldy  should  be  spending  so  much  on  the  chronic 
sick,  but  common  humanity  demands  it  until  such  time  as  the  Secretary 
of  State  through  the  South-Eastern  Regional  Board  provides  the  neces- 
sary geriatric  service.  It  is  not  appropriate  that  Kirkcaldy  should  be 
spending  so  little  on  its  over-all  health  services.  In  particular,  more 
money  might  have  been  spent  on  child  health  by  way  of  convalescent 
homes,  preventoria,  etc.  In  such  matters  however  a medical  officer  can 
only  advise.  As  one  is  reminded  so  often  it  is  for  the  Local  Authority 
members  to  decide  on  policy  and  in  this  public  health  is  not  the  only 
consideration. 
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A.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS 


1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  (Section  22) 

{a)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics*  (whether  provided 
at  Child  Welfare  Centres  or  at  other  premises). 

Ante-natal  Post-natal 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  local  health  authority  1 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 

provided  by  voluntary  bodies  . . — 

(iii)  Total  number  of  women  who 
attended  the  clinics  during  the  year  905 

{b)  Child  Welfare  Clinics* 

(i)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  local  health  authority 

(ii)  Number  of  clinics  at  end  of  year 
provided  by  voluntary  bodies 

(iii)  Total  number  of  children  under 
live  years  of  age  who  first  attended 
at  the  clinics  during  the  year  and 
who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were  : 

(a)  under  one  year  of  age 
{b)  over  one  year  of  age 

(iv)  Total  number  of  attendances 
during  the  year  made  at  the  clinics 
by  children  who,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  were  ; 

{a)  under  one  year  of  age 
{b)  over  one  year  of  age 
*Clinics  mean  clinic  premises. 

(c)  Dental  Care  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers, 
AND  Pre-School  Children. 

Expectant  Nursing  Pre-school 
Mothers  Mothers  Children 


(i)  Number  inspected  by  Dental 
Officer 

7 

3 

160 

(ii)  Number  found  to  require 
treatment 

7 

3 

143 

(iii)  Number  accepting  treatment 

5 

3 

143 

(iv)  Number  actually  treated  by 
Dental  Officer 

2 

2 cpltd. 

I conting. 

143 

111 


775 

63 


10,835 

4,391 
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{d)  Welfare  Foods — Statement  of  issues  since  taking  over  in 
July,  1954  : 


Total — July,  1954,  to 

Issued 

Recoveries 

December,  1960 

during 

during 

1960 

1960 

Issues 

Recoveries 

National  Dried  Milk — Tins 

6,523 

£686 

120,552 

£7,889 

Orange  Juice — Bottles 

27,360 

563 

227,172 

4,680 

Cod  Liver  Oil — Bottles 

3,988 

No  charge 

35,248 

— 

A.  & D.  Tablets — Packets 

2,120 

No  charge 

14.775 

— 

2.  Midwifery  (Section  23) 

(a)  Total  number  of  births  (including  still-births) 
occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year — that  is, 

before  correction  for  mothers’  residence  . . . . 1,552 

(b)  Number  of  births  in  (a)  classified  to  show  type 
of  case  and  whether  doctor  was  present  at  con- 
finement : 

(i)  Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23(2)  of  the 

National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947  : 

(a)  Doctor  engaged  and  present  at  confinement  89 

(b)  Doctor  engaged  but  not  present  at  con- 
finement . . . . . . . . . . 181 

(c)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . . — 

(d)  No  prior  arrangements  for  domiciliary 
confinement  (booked  for  maternity  hos- 
pital), but  midwifery  services  provided 
free  of  charge  by  local  health  authority 

until  patient  transferred  to  hospital  . . — 

(e)  Domiciliary  cases  transferred  to  maternity 

hospital  for  confinement  . . . . . . 44 

(ii)  Other  Domiciliary  Cases  : 

(a)  Doctor  and  midwife  engaged  . . . . — 

(b)  Midwife  alone  (no  doctor  engaged)  . . — 

(c)  All  other  cases  . . . . . . . . 2 

(iii)  Cases  attended  at  Institution  (including  private 

maternity  and  nursing  homes)  in  the  area 

of  the  local  health  authority  . . . . 1,236 

(iv)  Administration  of  Analgesia  : Gas  and  Air  Trilene 

(a)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives 

qualified  to  administer  analgesia 
in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Scotland  . . . . 4 4 
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(b)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  for 
the  administration  of  analgesia 
at  31st  December,  1960  . . 

(c)  Number  of  cases  in  which  anal- 
gesia was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice  : 

(i)  when  doctor  was  not  present 
at  confinement 

(ii)  when  doctor  was  present  at 
confinement  . . 

(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethi- 
dine was  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice 
during  the  year  : 

(i)  when  doctor  was  not  present 
at  delivery  (but  under  his 
instructions) 

(ii)  when  doctor  was  present  at 
delivery 

(v)  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives 
at  31st  December,  1960  (plus  taxis 
hired  during  night) 

(vi)  Number  of  maternity  packs  issued  to 
domiciliary  cases  during  the  year 
Cost  to  Local  Health  Authority 

(vii)  Number  of  visits  by  domiciliary  mid- 
wives to  cases  during  the  year 


Gas  and 

Air  Trilene 

2 1 

11  68 

1 43 


148 

45 

2 

388 

£221 

6,324 


(viii)  Medical  Aid  ; 

(a)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  by  a midwife  and  a fee  was 
payable  by  the  local  health 
authority  under  Section  14(2)  of 
the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act, 

1951  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical 

aid  was  summoned  during  the 
year  by  a midwife  where  the 
medical  practitioner  had  agreed 
to  provide  the  patient  with 
maternity  medical  services  under 
the  National  Health  Service  {i.e., 
cases  for  which  no  fee  was 
payable  by  the  local  health 
authority)  . . . . . . 26 
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Of  the  1,528  confinements  which  took  place  in  the  Burgh  during 


the  year  the  distribution  was  as  follows  : 

{a)  Conducted  in  patient’s  own  home  ; 

(i)  Under  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act,  1947  268 

(ii)  Not  under  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 

Act,  1947  2 

(b)  Conducted  in  Forth  Park  Maternity  Hospital  : 

(i)  Burgh  patients  . . . . . . . . . . 549 

(ii)  County  patients  . . . . . . . . 666 

(iii)  Domiciliary  cases  transferred  to  Forth  Park 

Maternity  Hospital  for  delivery  . . . . 43 


(iv)  Delivered  at  home  then  transferred  to  Forth 

Park  Maternity  Hospital  . . . . . . — 

Thirty-two  midwives  (including  the  staff  of  Forth  Park  Maternity 
Hospital)  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in  the  Burgh  during  the 
year. 


3.  Health  Visiting  (Section  24) 


Number 

Total 

Visited 

Visits 

Local  Health  Authority  Services  : 

(i)  Expectant  Mothers 

411 

1,144 

(ii)  Infants 

1,786 

12,489 

(iii)  Children  (1-5  years) 

3,524 

18,729 

(iv)  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 

222 

1,038 

Other  cases  : 

Old  Persons 

107 

202 

Infectious  Diseases 

297 

304 

Domestic  Help  Scheme 

111 

2,484 

Housing  (Medical  Conditions) 

1 

9 

Chiropody 

12 

12 

Miscellaneous  . . 

1,121 

1,121 

Wasted  Visits  . . 

— 

1,218 

Of  the  99  infants  visited  at  the  age  of  six  months,  15  were  breast 
fed,  81  were  artificially  fed,  and  3 were  fed  by  both  methods. 


4.  Home  Nursing  (Section  25) 


Under  65 

Over  65 

Years  of 

Years  of 

Age 

Age 

Number  of  cases  attended 

by  home 

nurses  under  arrangements 
the  local  health  authority 

made  by 

315 

418 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  home  nurses 

to  the  above  cases 

. . 

9,636 

18,674 

18 


5.  Domestic  Help  (Section  28) 

(i)  Number  of  domestic  helps  employed  at  end  of  year  : 


(a)  Whole-time  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

(b)  Part-time  . . . . . . . . . . 185 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  . . . . . . . . — 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  for  which  domestic  help  was 

provided  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . 362 

Number  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of : 

(a)  Confinement  at  home  . . . . . . 4 

(b)  Confinement  in  hospital  . . . . 4 

(c)  Chronic  sick,  including  aged  and  infirm  254 

(r/)  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . 1 

*(c)  Other  illnesses  . . . . . . . . 99 


♦Include  C.V.D.,  post-operative,  bronchitis,  cere- 
bral haemorrhage,  rheumatism,  arthritis, 
anaemia,  influenza,  varicose  ulcers,  etc. 

(iii)  Average  period  of  assistance  ..  ..  ..  314  hrs. 


6.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  (Section  26) 


The  following  statistics  show  the  work  done  during  the  year  : 

(i)  Vaccinia  : 

Number  of  vaccinations  by  general  practitioners  277 
Number  of  vaccinations  by  Child  Welfare  Officer  236 

(ii)  Diphtheria  : (includes  Combined  Whooping  Cough) 


Doses 

First  Maintenance 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general 

practitioners  ..  ..  ..  ..  143  16 

Number  of  inoculations  by  Child  Wel- 
fare Officer  . . . . . . . . 393  470 

Diphtheria  (Triple  Antigen) 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general 

practitioners  . . . . . . . . 174  15 

Number  of  inoculations  by  Child  Wel- 
fare Officers  . . . . . . . . 69  1 

Diphtheria  (A.P.T.) 

Number  of  inoculations  by  general 

practitioners  . . . . . . . . 2 1 

Number  of  inoculations  by  Child  Wel- 
fare Officer  ..  ..  ..  ..  169  118 


(iii)  Whcxjping  Cough  : 

Number  of  first  visits  only  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  return  visits  . . . . . . . . Nil 


(iv)  Tuberculosis  : 

Number  of  nurses  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . . . — 

Numbers  of  contacts  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . 129 

Number  of  school  leavers  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . 762 

Number  of  new  born  babies  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  — 
Others  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  . . . . . . — 
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Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Number  of  Persons  primarily  vaccinated  during  period 


Year  of 
Birth  of 
Persons 

Typical  Vaccinia 
greatest  at 
7 th  to  10th  day 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
reaction 
5th  to  7th  day 

Reaction 
greatest  at 
2nd  to  3rd  day 

No  local 
reaction 

1960 

218 

3 



22 

1959 

159 

2 

1 

20 

1958 

12 

— 

— 

2 

1957 

8 

— 

— 

2 

1956 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1955 

6 



— 

1 

1954 

4 

— 

_ 

— 

1953 

3 



— 

1 

1952 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1951 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1950 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1948 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1947 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1946 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1945  or 
earlier 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

440 

5 

1 

49 

Number  of  Persons  re-vaccinated  during  period: 


Year  of 
Birth  of 
Persons 

Typical  Vaccinia 
greatest  at 
7 th  to  10th  day 

Accelerated 
(vaccinoid) 
reaction 
5th  to  7th  day 

Reaction 
greatest  at 
2nd  to  3rd  day 

No  local 
reaction 

1960 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1959 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1958 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1957 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1956 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1955 

— 

— 

— 

1954 

— 

— 

— 

• 

1953 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1952 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1951 

— 



— 

— 

1950 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1948 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1947 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1946 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1945  or 
earlier 

9 

4 

— 

Totals 

11 

5 

2 

— 

C 

*u 

3 

Xl 


“O 

o 
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period  because  of  actual  or  alleged  complica- 
tion of  vaccination — Nil 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Year  of 
Birth 
of 

Persons 

No.  of  New 
Immunisations 
completed 
during  period 

No.  of  maintenance 
inoculations 
given  during 
period 

Confirmed  cases  of 
Diphtheria  during  period 

Immunised 

Non-immunised 

1960 

265 

2 





1959 

432 

1 

— 

— 

1958 

56 

— 

— 

— 

1957 

15 

1 

— 

— 

1956 

11 

1 

— 

— 

1955 

109 

468 

— 

— 

1954 

52 

138 

— 

— 

1953 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1952 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1951 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1950 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1949 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1948 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1947 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1946 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1945 

or  earlier 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

950 

621 

Nil 

Nil 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 


Group 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Negative 

Re-actors 

Vaccinated 
during  1960 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Nurses 



— 







Contacts  

94 

75 

84 

64 

74 

55 

School  leavers  

477 

453 

439 

395 

377 

385 

Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

571 

528 

523 

459 

451 

440 

Number  of  Contacts  Tuberculin  Tested  under 
the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme  : 


Age  Group 

Re 

Positive 

suit 

Negative 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year  ....  

1 

1 

27 

16 

28 

17 

1 and  under  5 years 

5 

3 

21 

23 

26 

26 

5 and  under  10  years  

— 

2 

24 

13 

24 

15 

10  and  under  15  years  

3 

2 

12 

11 

15 

13 

15  and  under  20  years  

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

20  years  and  over 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Total  Tests  Performed 

10 

11 

84 

64 

94 

75 

21 


7.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care 

Tuberculosis.  No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for 
assistance  in  kind. 

Chiropody  Service.  The  undernoted  table  shows  the  working  of 
the  scheme  from  its  inception  in  September,  1954  : 


Year 

No.  of 
Applications 
received 

No.  of 
Treatments 
carried  out 

Amount 

Recovered 

Fees  paid  to 
Chiropodists 

1954 

76 

109 

£13 

2 

6 

£42  5 

0 

1955 

196 

814 

48 

16 

6 

298  7 

6 

1956 

145 

1,305 

81 

4 

6 

503  5 

0 

1957 

138 

1,760 

112 

2 

6 

621  10 

0 

1958 

155 

2,653 

133 

12 

0 

836  0 

0 

1959 

132 

2,408 

155 

15 

0 

935  17 

6 

1960 

148 

2,904 

163 

12 

0 

1,010  7 

6 

Totals 

990 

11,953 

£708 

5 

0 

£4,247  12 

6 

8.  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 


Nature  of  Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 
Notified 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Not 

Removed 
to  Hospital 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

3 

3 

Chickenpox  

174 

2 

172 

Dysentery  

142 

4 

138 

Erysipelas  

4 

— 

4 

Measles  

555 

6 

549 

Pneumonia,  acute  primary 

61 

49 

12 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

40 

3 

37 

Whooping  Cough  

134 

6 

128 

Gastro  Enteritis 

26 

10 

16 

Enteritis  

31 

2 

29 

Totals  

1,172 

87 

1,085 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Eighteen  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1960  as  compared  with  nineteen  for  the  previous  year. 

In  addition,  thirteen  cases  were  transferred  in  from  other  areas  in 
the  following  age  groups  : 

3 males  . . . . 21,  25,  33  ; 

10  females  ..  ..  2/22,  23,  2/25,  2/28,  31,  32,  40. 
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Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Three  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
1960  as  compared  with  five  cases  for  the  previous  year. 

In  addition,  one  female,  aged  49  years,  was  transferred  in  from 
another  area. 

The  site  of  the  disease  in  the  notified  cases  was  found  to  be  : 
Bones  and  Joints  . . . . 2 (2m.  : Of.) 

Other  Organs  . . . . . . 1 (Om.  : If.) 


No.  of 

No.  of  notified 

No.  of 

No.  of 

notified 

cases 

cases  receiving 

Deaths  of 

Age  Period 

cases 

actually 

Sanatorium 

notified 

Total 

notified 

confirmed 

treatment 

cases 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

a 

Under  5 years 

— 1 

1 

1 

c 

5 to  1 5 years 

— 

— 





z 

15  to  25  years 

1 3 

1 

2 

1 

2 





0 

25  to  35  years 

1 4 

1 

4 

— 

4 

— 1 

— 1 

35  to  45  years 

3 — 

3 

— 

3 

— 



1 — 

5 

45  to  55  years 

3 — 

3 

— 

3 







cu 

55  to  65  years 

3 — 

2 

— 

2 

— 



2 — 

65  upwards 

1 — 

1 

— 

1 

— 





Totals 

12  8 

11 

7 

10 

7 

— 1 

3 1 

> 

at 

Under  5 years 

1 — 

1 

5 to  15  years 

— 

— 

— 





z 

0 

s 

u 

1 5 to  25  years 
25  to  35  years 

— 1 

_ 

1 









35  to  45  years 
45  to  65  years 
65  upwards 

1 — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

— — 

3 

On 

z 

0 

Totals 

2 1 

2 

1 

1 

— 





z 

The  number  of  persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December, 
1960,  who  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  was: 

Pulmonary  . . . . . . . . 293 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . . . . 29 

Total  . . . . 322 
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9.  Mental  Health  Service 

Mental  Defectives  : 

M.  F 

Number  of  children  (under  16  years)  in  Institutions  4 13 

Number  of  adults  (under  private  guardianship)  . . 2 3 

Number  of  adults  in  Institutions  . . . . . . 24  20 

Lunacy  : 

As  Stratheden  Hospital  ceased  to  notify  us  in  October,  1958, 
regarding  persons  who  had  died  or  been  discharged  from  Hospital 
no  statistics  are  available  as  in  previous  years. 

During  the  year  1960,  28  cases  were  certified  as  of  unsound 
mind  and  removed  to  Stratheden  Hospital,  Cupar,  of  whom  13 
were  males  and  15  females. 


10.  Work  under  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act 

No  applications  for  registration  were  received  during  the  year. 


'! 

li 

,1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Accidents  in  the  home 

2 

6 

8 

Appendicitis 

2 

— 

2 

Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative  heart 
disease 

85 

79 

164 

Anaemias  . . 

— 

3 

3 

Birth  Injuries,  post-natal  asphyxia  and 
atelectasis 

2 

2 

Bronchitis  . . 

10 

4 

14 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . . 

5 



5 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 
Malformations,  etc.  . . 

2 

2 

4 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

4 

5 

Diarrhoea  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer 

12 

— 

12 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Hypertension  wjth  Heart  Disease 

5 

9 

14 

Influenza  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

— 

2 

2 

Nephritis  Acute  or  Chronic 

2 

1 

3 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

10 

18 

Other  digestive  diseases  . . 

4 

1 

5 

Other  diseases  of  genito-urinary  system 

3 

— 

3 

Other  di.seases  of  Heart  . . 

2 

4 

6 

Other  diseases  of  Liver  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

3 

5 

8 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  early  infancy 

4 

— 

4 

Other  general  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

— 

3 

Other  violence 

7 



7 

Pneumonia . . 

10 

5 

15 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

— 

2 

Senility  without  mention  of  psychosis  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Suicide 

— 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

1 

4 

Vascular  lesions  affecting  the  central  nervous 
system 

43 

47 

90 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasms  of  respiratory  sys- 
tem 

14 

3 

17 

Malignant  neoplasms  of  lymphatic  and 
haematopoietic  tissues 

5 

3 

8 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

35 

33 

68 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

2 

2 

4 

Other  Hypertensive  disease 

3 

2 

5 

Diseases  of  skin  and  organs  of  locomotion 

1 

1 

Total 

287 

233 

520 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  STATISTICS 


Number  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 week 

5 

— 

5.7 

1 to  2 weeks  . . 

1 

— 

1.1 

2 to  3 weeks  . . 

1 

— 

1.1 

3 to  4 weeks  . . 

— 

— 

— 

4 weeks  to  3 months 

2 

1 

3.5 

3 months  to  6 months 

1 

2 

3.5 

6 months  to  9 months 

— 

1 

1.1 

9 months  to  12  months 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

10 

4 

16 

Certified  Cause  of  Death 

Asphyxia  probably  due  to  neglect 
Broncho-pneumonia 
Cerebral  Anoxia 
Congenital  Heart  Disease  . . 

Congenital  Cyanotic  Heart  Disease 
Haemolytic  disease  of  the  New  Born 
Intestinal  atresia,  perforation  of  ilium,  peritonitis 
Leukaemia 

Neonatal  Haemorrhage  from  umbilical  cord 
Prematurity 

Total 


M.  F. 

..  1 — 

..2  1 

. . 1 — 

. . — 1 

. . — 1 

..  1 

I 

— 1 

..  1 — 

..3  — 

..10  4 
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B.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

As  formerly,  school  medical  inspection  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  Burgh’s  staff,  and  a full  report  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Education 
Authority.  A brief  summary  relating  to  the  school  year  1959/60  is 
given  herewith  : 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  parents  present  at  medical 

inspection  ; 

(o)  with  entrant  infants 

386 

395 

781 

{b)  with  others  (second  age  group)  . . 

263 

256 

519 

(c)  at  clinics 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  examinations  : 

Entrants 

452 

465 

917 

Second  age  group 

474 

400 

874 

Third  age  group  . . 

519 

528 

1,047 

Vision  testing  (6-7  years) 

343 

353 

696 

Fourth  age  group 

97 

84 

181 

Re-examinations  . . 

158 

172 

330 

Non-routines 

161 

174 

335 

Number  of  children  examined 

1,542 

1,477 

3,019 

Clean 

1,537 

1,436 

2,973 

Nits  or  head  venrun 

5 

41 

46 

Visions — routine  . . 

343 

353 

696 

non-routine 

45 

44 

89 

re-examinations 

24 

32 

56 

Referred  for  examination — routine 

153 

153 

306 

Total  number  of  clinic  sessions  : 

(a)  General  clinics 

— 

— 

52 

(b)  Special  clinics — Eye  . . 

— 

— 

18 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  : 

Number  of  new  cases 

— 

— 

1,238 

Total  attendances 

— 

— 

3,617 

Number  of  parents  present 

— 

— 

— 

Treatments  carried  out  by  Nurses  : 

New 

Total 

Cases 

Attendances 

Uncleanliness  or  Neglect 

8 

46 

Impetigo  Contagiosa 

54 

274 

Other  skin  conditions 

93 

494 

Ottorrhoea 

12 

191 

Eye  Disease  (external) 

34 

118 

Other  cases 

251 

111 

Cuts  and  Bruises  . . 

507 

1,102 

Septic  conditions  . . 

181 

540 

Accidents  . . 

43 

57 

Advisory  cases 

45 

45 

Ear  cases  . . 

10 

23 

Applications  for  boots  and  clothing  are  now  sent  to  the  Director 
of  Education. 

Twelve  children  of  school  age  were  accommodated  for  short 
periods  at  the  Convalescent  Home  at  Humbie  (Seaforth  Sanatorium 
Trust). 
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Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 


Section  I — General  Statistics 


Age 

Routine 

Dental 

Inspection 

With 

Dental 

Defects 

Offered 

Treatment 

Accepting 

Treatment 

Treated 

Special  and 
Emergency 
Cases 

—5 

32 

19 

19 

10 

8 

2 

5 

589 

388 

388 

113 

100 

65 

6 

694 

462 

462 

169 

144 

81 

7 

619 

368 

368 

122 

108 

73 

8 

647 

420 

420 

114 

102 

87 

9 

652 

360 

360 

122 

117 

93 

10 

684 

381 

381 

95 

86 

72 

11 

660 

389 

389 

77 

70 

60 

12 

864 

540 

540 

74 

65 

62 

13 

561 

301 

301 

46 

42 

35 

14 

412 

247 

247 

24 

20 

28 

15 

16 
17 

47 

24 

24 

8 

8 

5 

2 

1 

Totals 

6,461 

3,899 

3,899 

974 

870 

666 

Attendances  for  Treatment  5 to  17  years  . . 3,608 


Section  II — Details  of  Treatment 


Routine 

Special 

and 

Emergency 

Total 

(a)  Fillings 

Permanent  teeth  . . 

964 

882 

1,846 

Deciduous  teeth  . . 

371 

253 

624 

{b)  Extractions 

Permanent  teeth  . . 

136 

111 

247 

(Excl.  Orthodontics) 

Deciduous  teeth  . . 

494 

336 

830 

General  anaesthetics 

— 

— 

— 

Other  operations  . . 

Permanent  teeth  . . 

954 

1,160 

2,114 

Deciduous  teeth  . . 

1,059 

595 

1,654 

Partial 

7 

5 

12 

X-rays  

(Excl.  orthodontics) 

No.  of  Exposures 

17 

17 
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Section  III — Orthodontic  Treatment 


No.  of  Cases  from  previous  year 

New  Cases 

Cases  completed  . . 

Cases  discontinued 
Cases  continuing 
Attendances  for  Treatment 
Consultant  attendances  . . 

51 

17 

10 

4 

54 

529 

116 

R.H.B. 

School 

Consul- 

Dental 

Total 

tant 

Officer 

No.  of  diagnostic  examinations  not  followed 

by  treatment  : 

(a)  Without  appliances 

9 

— 

9 

No.  cases  treated  : 

(b)  With  removable  appliance 

8 

— 

8 

(c)  With  fixed  appliance 

— 

— 

— 

No.  Extractions  (i)  Permanent  teeth  . . 

— 

25 

25 

(ii)  Deciduous  teeth  . . 

— 

23 

23 

Repairs  to  appliances 

— 

1 

1 

X-rays  Intra  oral 

— 

46 

46 

Extra  oral 

11 

11 

Section  IV — Dental  Staff 


Dental 

Dental 

Surgery 

Surgeons 

Hygienists 

Assistants 

Establishment  . . 

3 

— 

3 

No.  at  31/7/60  ; Wholetime  . . 

1 

— 

2 

Part-time 

1 

— 

— 

Wholetime  equiv.  of  part-time 

Total  wholetime  . . 

H 

— 

2 

No.  of  vacancies  being  advertised 
Total  half  days  worked— year  ending 

31/7/60  

School  service 

626 

Section  V — Allocation  of  Time 


Dental 

Dental 

Surgery 

Surgeons 

Hygienists 

Assistants 

Estimated  number  of  half  days  occu- 

pied  in  Inspection 

60 

— 

Dental  Health  Education 

Treatment  (other  than  orthodontics) . . 

530 

Orthodontic  treatment 

36 

Administration  (approx.) 

6 

Absence  due  to  illness  . . 

Total  . . 

632 
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C.  PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 


Sixty-three  ships  from  foreign  ports  entered  Kirkcaldy  Harbour 
during  1960  and  pratique  was  granted  in  all  cases. 


D.  FOOD  SUPPLY 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  page  36. 


E.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Residential  Accommodation 


Abden 

Home 

Denend  House 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Number  at  31/12/59 

33 

17 

12 

15 

Admitted  during  1960 

14 

11 

3 

4 

Discharged  during  1960 

11 

6 

3 

3 

Deaths  during  1960 

5 

4 

— 

1 

Number  at  31/12/60 

31 

18 

12 

15 

Registration  and  inspection  of  disabled  or  Old  Persons’ 


homes  (Section  37)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Removals  (Section  47)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

Care  of  property  (Section  48)  . . . . . . . . 1 

Burials  (Section  50)  . . . . . . . . . . 7 


Other  Welfare  Work 

Seven  cases  have  been  referred  to  the  Welfare  Officer,  two  by 
Health  Visitors  and  five  by  Family  Doctors.  In  the  two  cases  referred 
by  Health  Visitors,  holidays  were  arranged  for  two  mothers  and  six 
children.  In  each  of  the  five  cases  referred  by  the  Family  Doctor 
monetary  grants  were  obtained  for  them. 

Twelve  beneficiaries  from  various  Trusts  continued  to  be  paid 
during  the  year. 

F.  WORK  DONE  UNDER  THE  NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRA- 
TION (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1938 

No  nursing  homes  proper  operate  in  the  Burgh,  exemption  being 
granted  to  Kirkcaldy  General  Hospital  and  the  Hunter  Hospital,  now 
the  prop>erty  of  the  South-Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board,  Scotland. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  all  propaganda  measures.  The  depart- 
ment’s officers  have  a regular  programme  of  lectures,  etc.,  during  the 
winter. 

G.  GENERAL  SANITATION— See  page  46. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 
Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 


(1)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced  by  local  author- 
ities 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  local 
authorities 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is 

enforced  by  the  local  authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  

Total  


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  o 

f 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

39 

10 

— 

— 

340 

209 

— 

— 

23 

20 

— 

— 

402 

239 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Number  of  cas( 
wen 

;s  in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

17 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 



— 

— 



Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  : 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 



(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

6 

4 

— 

• 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 



— 

3ther  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 

Out-work) 

— 

• 

— 

Total  . . 

23 

21 

— 

— 

— 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

S 

ection  110 

Section  1 1 1 

No.  of  out-workers  in 
August  list  required  by 
Section  1 10(1)  (c)  : 

No.  of  cases  of  default 
in  sending  lists  to  the 
Council  : 

No.  of  prosecutions  for 
failure  to  supply  lists  : 

No.  of  instances  of  work 
in  unwholesome  premises 

Notices  served 

Prosecutions  : 

1 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Making  etc. 

► Cleaning  and 
Washing 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 


1 


Sanitary  Department, 

Town  House, 

KIRKCALDY. 
August,  1961. 


To  the  PROVOST,  MAGISTRATES  AND  TOWN  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  ROYAL  BURGH  OF  KIRKCALDY. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  general 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  and  of  the  work  performed  by  the 
Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Departments  during  the  year  1960. 

This  report  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
D.H.S.  Circular  No.  91/60. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PAGE, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


1 . General  Progress 

This  year  housing  efforts  were  mainly  directed  towards  the  con- 
demnation and  clearance  of  all  bad  housing  in  the  area  of  the  second 
stage  of  the  Dysart  Redevelopment  and  also  in  the  Central  Redevelop- 
ment area  of  Kirkcaldy.  Two  sites  at  Nicol  Street  and  St.  Clair  Street 
were  completely  cleared  of  old  properties  and  now  await  the  erection 
of  new  houses.  The  first  stage  of  the  Dysart  Redevelopment  at  Howard 
Place,  embracing  80  houses,  was  completed  and  at  the  Station  Park 
scheme,  on  a site  of  a former  junior  football  ground,  another  29  houses 
were  added  to  this  district.  The  first  of  the  new  houses  going  back  on 
the  cleared  site  at  Park  Road  also  neared  completion  and  would  soon 
be  ready  for  occupation.  At  the  all-electric  housing  area  of  Green- 
loanings  on  the  Bogie  Parks  farm  site  some  240  new  houses  were 
completed. 

During  the  year  1 1 1 houses  were  submitted  for  consideration  in 
terms  of  Section  9 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950;  46  were  dealt 
with  by  demolition  orders  and  65  were  the  subject  of  closing  orders. 
A further  141  were  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owners,  most  of  these 
being  in  old  properties  acquired  by  the  local  authority  for  redevelop- 
ment purposes.  A total  of  184  houses  were  demolished,  the  largest 
group  of  71  being  in  the  Nicol  Street  area.  Other  groups  were  concen- 
trated in  the  Bridgeton,  St.  Clair  Street  and  Harriet  Street  areas,  all 
with  a view  to  future  housing  redevelopment. 

The  Corporation  built  405  houses  for  normal  needs,  two  were 
built  for  police  purposes  and  48  were  built  privately,  mostly  for  sale. 
Of  the  houses  completed  by  the  Town  Council,  116  were  occupied  by 
families  from  condemned  houses,  79  by  homeless  families,  29  by 
health  cases,  23  by  overcrowded  families  and  the  balance  of  158  from 
other  houses  including  decanting,  exchanges  and  other  transfers. 
Altogether  5,618  houses  from  all  sources  have  been  erected  in  the  town 
during  the  post  war  period. 

In  the  reletting  of  existing  Council  houses,  106  tenants  came  from 
condemned  houses,  16  from  overcrowded  houses,  22  were  health  cases, 
101  were  homeless  or  young  couples  with  families  residing  with  their 
parents  and  the  other  146  were  transfers  or  had  been  decanted. 

Applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for  Corporation  houses  at  the  end 
of  the  year  totalled  2,417,  only  29  less  than  at  the  end  of  1959.  Thus 
despite  the  fact  that  456  houses  were  built  and  occupied  during  the 
year  the  numbers  on  the  Burgh  Factor’s  waiting  list  remained  practically 
the  same.  Against  these  figures,  however,  it  should  be  noted  that  there 
were  580  new  applications  for  houses,  of  whom  263  applicants  were 
living  in  sublet  accommodation.  As  there  were  461  marriages  in  the 
burgh  during  the  year  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  a high  proportion  of 
the  new  applications  came  from  newly  married  couples.  An  analysis 
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of  the  Burgh  Factor’s  waiting  list  reveals  the  following  details — 624 
homeless  families  in  sublet  rooms  of  which  53  families  have  two  or 
more  children;  501  overcrowded  cases;  52  families  living  in  houses 
classified  as  unfit;  33  applicants  about  to  be  married,  263  single  persons 
desiring  hostels  and  944  families  living  in  reasonably  fit  houses  wishing 
alternative  accommodation. 


House  tenants  made  little  use  of  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
(Repairs  and  Rents)  Acts  1954-1957;  only  two  applications  were  sub- 
mitted for  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  both  of  which  were  granted. 
There  were  no  applications  by  owners  for  revocation  of  Certificates 
already  granted. 


Grants  were  approved  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950, 
for  improvements  at  12  houses,  while  in  the  first  full  year  of  operation 
of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  only  9 applications  were 
received  for  standard  grants.  Having  regard  to  the  large  number  of 
houses  which  still  lack  modern  amenities  this  is  a very  poor  response 
by  house  owners.  It  cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  standard  grants 
of  up  to  £155  can  be  obtained  for  the  provision  of  a bath,  inside  W.C., 
wash-hand  basin,  hot  water  supply  and  a larder. 


Housing  reports  were  prepared  concerning  35  houses  likely  to  be 
acquired  by  purchasers  in  terms  of  the  Council’s  scheme  under  the 
Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts;  in  14  cases  the  loans  were  granted. 
Fifty-three  plans  for  improvements  or  alterations  to  houses,  including 
the  provision  of  bathrooms  and  kitchenettes,  were  examined  and  re- 
ported upon  in  conjunction  with  the  Burgh  Engineer  to  ensure  com- 
pliance with  byelaws  and  other  public  health  standards.  Included  in 
this  total  were  plans  covering  two  blocks  of  tenement  property  con- 
taining eight  substandard  houses  which  were  to  be  modernised  by  the 
Town  Council  to  form  one  3-apartment,  one  4-apartment  and  four 
2-apartment  houses,  each  with  bathroom,  kitchenette  and  larder.  This 
project  was  the  start  of  a scheme  to  modernise  and  improve  the  housing 
conditions  in  the  Institution  Street,  Sutherland  Street  and  Rosabelle 
Street  areas  of  the  town  where  there  are  over  500  houses  of  fairly 
similar  construction  all  built  about  60  years  ago. 


Sketch  plans  were  also  examined  in  respect  of  the  proposed  reno- 
vation by  the  Town  Council  of  two  closed  properties  at  Dysart  which 
are  considered  to  be  of  architectural  and  historical  interest.  Owing  to 
the  poor  condition  of  the  masonry  and  the  roof  of  the  Anchorage, 
Dysart,  which  was  closed  some  years  ago,  the  architect  did  not  recom- 
mend restoration  of  this  building. 

Visits  to  houses  by  Sanitary  Staff  totalled  2,992;  the  majority  of 
these  inspections  related  to  rehousing  of  families  in  Corporation 
houses  and  for  survey  and  report  on  unfit  houses. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


2.  Milk  Supply 

One  new  dairy  byre  to  house  20  cows  was  built  this  year  at  a 
holding  on  the  outskirts  of  the  burgh  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Negotiations  were  in  hand  to  have  some  form  of  paved  surfaces  pro- 
vided around  the  new  premises  to  allay  dust  nuisance  owing  to  the 
exposed  nature  of  the  site.  A new  dairy  milk-house  and  scullery 
complete  with  new  milk  cooling,  bottling  and  bottle  washing  plant 
were  provided  at  one  “dry”  dairy  following  termination  of  lease  of 
similar  premises  at  farm  buildings  under  consideration  for  demolition. 
Byres  and  cows  were  kept  in  a clean  condition.  Rinsing  of  milk  pails 
and  equipment,  cleaning  of  milk-lines  and  the  keeping  of  yards  clean, 
were  matters  brought  to  the  attention  of  dairymen. 

Details  of  dairy  premises  registered  and  licenced  in  1960  were  as 
follows  : 

Registrations  : Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914 

Number 


Dairy  byres  capable  of  housing  99  cov/s  (actual  cows  93)  5 

Milk  retailers  retailing  within  the  Burgh  . . . . . . 26 

Retail  shops  where  only  bottled  milk  is  sold  ..  ..  31 

Producers  and  wholesalers  who  do  not  sell  by  retail  . . 4 


At  smallholdings  there  was  one  exempted  dairy  where  2 cows 
were  kept;  surplus  milk  was  fed  to  calves  and  pigs. 

3.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 

The  following  licences  were  in  operation  during  1960  : 

Number 


Supplementary  licences  to  sell  Certified  Milk  . . . . 5 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Certified  Milk  . . . . . . 4 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  . . . . 4 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  . . . . . . 11 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 3 

Pasteurisers’  Licences  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Dealers  licenced  to  sell  T.T.  Milk  (Wholesale  only)  . . 2 

Producers  licenced  to  produce  T.T.  Milk  . . . . 5 


To  ensure  compliance  with  prescribed  tests  the  undernoted  milks 
were  submitted  to  Fife  District  Laboratory,  Cameron  Hospital, 


Windygates  : 

Number 

Conformed 

Failed 

Certified  Milk  . . 

..  40 

23 

17 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

..  80 

57 

23 

Pasteurised  Milk 

..  48 

43 

5 

Pasteurised  Milk  (Schools) 

16 

13 

3 

184 

136 

48 
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Increased  sampling  was  necessary  this  year  because  of  a rise  in 
the  number  of  failures  of  milks  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  tests.  A 
high  bacterial  count  caused  failure  in  2 samples,  B.  Coli  was  present  in 
33  samples  and  both  high  counts  and  B.  Coli  were  found  in  5 samples. 
Follow-up  investigations  were  made  in  every  case. 

Most  of  the  failures  related  to  graded  milks  produced  in  the  sur- 
rounding County  area  and  a close  liaison  was  maintained  with  County 
officers  in  dealing  with  investigations  and  sampling  at  the  farms  con- 
cerned. Dairy  College  experts  were  called  in  by  two  producers  when 
5 and  4 consecutive  failures  respectively  were  reported  for  Certified 
milks;  one  producer  had  3 consecutive  failures  and  one  had  2 conse- 
cutive failures.  With  Tuberculin  Tested  milks  one  County  producer 
and  one  Burgh  producer  each  had  4 consecutive  failures,  one  County 
producer  had  3 consecutive  failures  and  another  3 had  2 consecutive 
failures.  The  Burgh  case  above  mentioned  was  from  milk  produced  in 
new  dairy  byre  premises  using  mostly  new  dairy  equipment.  After 
thorough  investigation  and  tests  at  this  farm  a cow  with  a defective 
udder  was  culled  from  the  herd  and  a new  electric  sterilising  cabinet 
was  installed.  Rinsings  also  revealed  that  greater  attention  was  needed 
to  the  cleansing  of  milk  pails. 

The  two  Pasteurising  plants,  which  have  had  a remarkable  run  of 
good  samples  over  the  years,  also  experienced  failures.  Five  samples 
of  Pasteurised  milk  in  one-pint  bottles  failed  when  tested  because  of 
the  presence  of  coliform  bacillus  and  3 tests  of  school  milks  also 
produced  similar  results.  The  actual  cause  of  the  milk  failures  could 
not  be  detected  but  several  recommendations  were  made  regarding 
plant  management  and  cleansing  of  equipment,  all  of  which  were  put 
into  effect.  Greater  care  in  the  rinsing  of  cans  before  return  to  pro- 
ducers was  also  emphasised.  Many  empty  milk  bottles  returned  from 
schools  continued  to  need  individual  handling  before  being  washed 
mechanically  due  to  the  presence  of  straws,  tinfoil  caps,  sweet  wrappers 
and  other  extraneous  materials  inside  the  bottles;  others  seemed  to 
have  been  used  for  holding  water  during  outdoor  painting  sessions  and 
had  not  been  rinsed  afterwards.  A number  of  milk  bottles  had  to  be 
discarded  because  of  chipped  or  damaged  necks. 

Daily  turnover  of  milk  at  the  two  Pasteurising  plants  was  4,603 
gallons  of  which  2,679  gallons  was  consumed  in  the  town.  In  addition 
1,446  gallons  of  designated  milk  was  sold  daily  by  12  local  dealers 
including  772  gallons  of  Certified  milk  and  674  gallons  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk.  Included  in  this  total  was  about  10  gallons  of  designated 
milk  sold  from  8 shops  within  the  burgh.  Four  local  producers  sold 
145  gallons  of  graded  milk  to  local  pasteurisers  whilst  one  local 
producer-retailer  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  sold  about  60  gallons  daily. 

The  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  flavoured  milk  in  cartons 
from  vending  machines  increased  to  four  with  enquiries  for  further 
sites.  Daily  average  sale  from  these  machines  was  about  5 gallons. 
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From  1st  April,  1960,  the  two  Pasteurising  plants  were  licenced  to 
produce  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  milk  since  all  incoming 
supplies  were  now  of  this  Tuberculin  Tested  quality. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  sale  of  bottled  designated  milk  from 
small  shops;  only  those  premises  having  refrigerators  or  other  suitable 
cold  storage  facilities  were  recommended  to  be  licenced. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  letters  were  sent  to  9 local  milk  dealers 
drawing  attention  to  3 or  more  failures  of  samples  to  satisfy  prescribed 
tests  over  the  past  twelve  months.  County  officials  were  also  given  a 
list  of  producers  supplying  these  dealers  so  that  further  supervision 
could  be  maintained  at  the  farms  concerned.  The  Dairy  and  Food 
Hygiene  Officer  of  the  Department  of  Health  was  also  informed. 

4.  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956 

During  the  year  a total  of  188  samples  were  submitted  to  Mr. 
Ronald  S.  Nicolson,  a.r.i.c..  Public  Analyst  for  his  examination,  being 
20  formal  samples  of  which  1 was  reported  as  non-genuine,  and  168 
informal  samples,  6 of  which  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  Notes  from 
Mr.  Nicolson’s  Annual  Report  to  the  Town  Council  are  included  in 
this  section. 

The  various  samples  analysed  were  as  follows  : 

Not 


Foods 

Number 

Genuine 

Milk 

72 

2 

Mince  (12),  Sausages  (8) 

20 

4 

Whisky  (7),  Rum  (1),  Beer  (5) 

13 

— 

Butter  (6),  Margarine  (6)  . . 

12 

— 

Meats  (2),  Meat  Paste  (2)  . . 

4 

— 

Ice  Cream  (23),  Milk  Ice  (1) 

24 

— 

Tinned  Foods 

3 

— 

Mineral  Waters  (7),  Fruit  Drinks  (2) 

9 

— 

Preserves  (3),  Pickles  (4),  Pepper  (2) 

9 

— 

Dried  Fruits  (7),  Flour  (1),  Fats  (4) 

12 

— 

Medicinals 

6 

1 

Confections  . . 

1 

— 

Coffee  and  Coffee  Essences 

2 

— 

Tomato  Juice 

1 

— 

Total  . . 188  7 


Milk 

The  average 
samples  analysed 


quality  of  the  milk  supply  as  indicated  by  the  72 
were  as  follows  : 

Water  . . . . 87.43 

Total  Solids  . . 12.57 


Fat  . . . . 3.84 

Solids-not-fat. . 8.73 


100.00 
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The  solids-not-fat  content  of  the  milk  supply  has  dropped  very 
slightly  from  the  figure  for  1959,  which  was  8.78%,  but  there  has  been 
a significant  increase  in  fat  content  of  3.2%  over  last  year’s  average 
which  was  3.72%.  Of  the  two  test  samples  that  failed  one  was  low  in 
milk  fat  while  the  other  was  deficient  in  solids-not-fat.  The  cases  were 
reported  to  County  Officers  for  investigation  at  the  farms  concerned. 
Follow-up  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream  (23),  Milk  Ice  (1) 

A summary  of  the  results  of  analyses  is  given  in  the  following 
table  : 

Ice  Cream 


Milk  Solids 

Fat% 

Not-FatX 

Average 

9.11 

11.68 

Maximum  . . 

12.22 

18.62 

Minimum  . . 

6.65 

8.12 

The  improvement  in  fat  and  milk  solids-not-fat  contents  shown  in 
last  year’s  report  has  continued  during  1960,  the  comparable  average 
figures  being  8.47%  for  fat  and  9.76%  for  milk  solids-not-fat. 

Mince  (12),  Sausages  (8) 

One  official  sample  and  two  test  samples  of  mince  contained 
respectively  64,  176  and  350  parts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide 
contrary  to  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1925-28.  Warnings  were  given  about  the  careless  use  of 
preservatives  during  prohibited  months.  One  test  sample  of  sausages 
contained  576  parts  per  million  of  sulphur  dioxide  and  contravened  the 
Preservatives  Regulations.  The  excuse  given  was  that  some  facing 
trimmings  had  been  treated  with  preservative  during  hot  weather  and 
this  had  not  been  allowed  for  when  making  up  the  sausage  mix  next  day. 

Whisky  (7),  Rum  (1) 

The  strengths  of  the  whiskies  and  rum  varied  from  28.5  to  30.0 
degrees  under  proof : all  were  genuine  and  conformed  to  the  labels, 
which  indicated  strengths  of  70.0°  proof. 

Butter  (6),  Margarine  (6) 

The  moisture  in  the  butters  varied  from  14.50  to  15.70  per  cent 
and  in  the  margarines  from  13.20  to  15.90  per  cent  thus  conforming 
to  the  Food  Standards  (Butter  and  Margarine)  Order,  1956. 

Meat  Pies 

At  the  request  of  the  Food  Standards  Committee  12  samples  of 
meat  pies  were  submitted  for  analysis.  These  samples  were  analysed 
to  determine  the  percentage  of  meat  in  the  filling  and  the  total  meat 
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content  of  the  pies.  The  results  were  variable,  but  were  found  to  be 
in  the  following  ranges  : 

Percentage  Meat  in  Filling  . . 32.9%  — 87.0% 

Total  Meat  in  Pie  . . . . 10.6  % — 29.7  % 

Medicinals  (6) 

Samples  of  various  types  of  medicinals  were  examined  and  found 
to  be  of  good  quality.  The  labelling  of  1 sample  of  compound  of 
liquorice,  however,  was  faulty  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  described  as 
being  of  British  Pharmacopoeia  quality,  whereas  this  work  no  longer 
lists  this  medicine. 

General  Remarks 

All  other  samples  not  specially  mentioned  were  found  to  be  of 
good  quality  and  to  conform  to  the  various  regulations  and  orders 
governing  their  sale.  A total  of  7 of  the  188  samples  submitted  received 
adverse  reports  corresponding  to  an  adulteration  rate  of  approximately 
3.7%  compared  with  3.1%  in  1959. 

5.  Food  Premises  and  Hygiene 

The  following  classified  food  trades  come  under  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  staff  in  terms  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations, 
1959.  A total  of  546  inspections  and  visits  were  made  to  these  premises 


in  1960  : 

Licenced  Hotels  and  Clubs  . . . . . . 22 

Public  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . 43 

Private  Hotels,  Restaurants,  Cafes  . . . . 30 

Factory  Canteens,  School  Dining  Centres  . . 30 

Licenced  and  General  Grocers  . . . . . . 68 

Butchers  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Fishmongers  and  Merchants  . . . . . . 12 

Bakehouses,  Bakers  and  Confectioners  . . . . 91 

Greengrocers  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Mixed  and  Other  Food  Shops  ..  ..  ..  127 

Mobile  Food  and  Ice-Cream  Vans  . . . . 115 

Mineral  Waters  and  Beer  Bottlers  . . . . 5 

Chocolate  Factory 2 

Crisp  Factory  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Bacon  Curing  Factory  . . . . . . . . 1 

Other  Food  Manufacturing  Premises  . . . . 4 

Links  Market  Stalls,  etc.  . . . . . . . . 45 


While  personal  cleanliness  of  all  food  trade  workers  will  always 
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remain  one  of  the  most  important  aspects  in  the  campaign  for  cleaner 
handling  of  food  it  is  nevertheless  desirable  that  premises  used  for  the 
preparation,  storage  and  sale  of  food  are  likewise  maintained  in  good 
condition.  Advice  was  given  freely  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  im- 
provements of  food  shops  and  the  helpful  co-operation  of  traders  and 
others  did  much  to  achieve  these  higher  standards. 

Improvements  carried  out  at  food  premises  this  year  were  as 


follows  : 

“Now  Wash  Your  Hands”  notices  provided  . . 173 

Hand-washing  basins  installed  . . . . . . 80 

Water  heaters  provided  . . . . . . . . 48 

Sinks  installed  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Screened  counters  provided  . . . . . . 84 

Refrigerated  cabinets,  counters  installed  . . . . 19 

Cutting  tables,  chopping  blocks  resurfaced  . . 16 

Tables  covered  or  resurfaced  . . . . . . 21 

Food  premises  redecorated  . . . . . . 40 

Walls,  floors,  ceilings  improved  ..  ..  ..  12 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved  . . . . 4 

Accommodation  for  clothing  provided  ..  ..  13 

First-Aid  boxes  provided  . . . . . . . . 41 

Covered  refuse  bins  provided  . . . . . . 47 

Shops  or  back  shops  reconstructed  . . . . 2 


One  firm  asked  that  two  new  mobile  butcher’s  vans  be  inspected 
before  going  into  service.  They  were  well  equipped  internally  with 
surfaces  of  formica  finish,  aluminium  alloy  metal  fittings  removable 
for  easy  cleansing,  and  hand  washing  facilities  were  provided.  At  the 
other  end  of  the  scale  it  was  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  one 
meat  haulier  to  the  broken  condition  of  boards  on  the  side  of  the 
vehicle  needing  repair  and  painting,  the  dirty  and  greasy  condition  of 
the  tarpaulin  canopy  and  the  lack  of  washable  cotton  sheets  for  covering 
the  meat.  The  attention  of  the  firm  was  also  drawn  to  the  dirty,  greasy 
state  of  overalls  worn  by  one  man  on  this  vehicle. 

On  change  of  ownership  licenced  grocery  premises  were  completely 
remodelled  internally  and  provided  with  modern  counters  and  shelving 
and  marble  slabs  for  butter  and  bacon.  The  dry  goods  store  provided 
had  smooth  walls  and  shelving  raised  from  the  floor  to  allow  easy 
cleansing  and  freedom  from  vermin.  A very  satisfactory  improvement 
took  place  at  butchery  premises  when  the  general  lay-out  of  the  shop 
and  back  shop  was  remodelled  following  extension  of  the  premises. 
Modern  air  conditioning  plant  was  installed  at  one  restaurant  during 
alterations  and  the  ventilation  was  improved  at  one  fishmonger’s 
store.  Another  new  restaurant  was  opened  in  High  Street  as  part  of 
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a Supermarket;  a butcher’s  shop  forms  part  of  these  premises  where, 
after  initial  experiment,  the  use  of  sawdust  on  this  floor  was  discon- 
tinued. Improvements  were  carried  out  at  a bakehouse  following 
demolition  of  old  premises  nearby.  A modern  grocery  van  selling  fruit 
and  vegetables,  also  went  on  the  road  locally,  working  from  shop 
premises.  The  attention  of  one  mobile  grocer  was  drawn  to  his  un- 
satisfactory storage  accommodation  for  foodstuffs  and  lack  of  shelf 
space,  causing  too  many  articles  to  be  stored  on  the  floor. 


A piece  of  glass  was  found  in  a treacle  scone.  On  investigation  it 
was  found  that  vandals  had  damaged  windows  at  the  bakery  premises 
and  though  every  care  was  taken  to  clean  up  the  broken  glass  a splinter 
must  have  been  missed.  Washed  currants  and  raisins  consigned  to 
local  bakery  premises  were  found  to  be  sent  in  disused  egg  cartons 
without  wrapping  in  greaseproof  paper  or  polythene.  The  firm  con- 
cerned gave  assurance  that  all  boxes  would  be  lined  with  clean  paper 
in  future. 

A complaint  about  pink  and  green  mould  on  bread  lead  to  the 
loaf  being  returned  to  the  firm’s  laboratory  for  investigation.  The 
chemist’s  report  stated  that  “the  pink  mould,  of  species  Monilia 
Sitophila,  mainly  associated  with  hops,  was  well  established  on  surface 
of  loaf,  also  several  patches  of  blue  mould  Aspergillus  Glancus;  it  was 
not  possible  to  establish  age.  In  warm,  damp  weather  the  atmosphere 
was  more  heavily  laden  with  mould  spores  than  normal,  so  more  care 
was  needed  and  additional  precautions  required  at  all  stages  in  handling 
of  food,  including  the  domestic  household.  Rapidity  of  mould  develop- 
ment indicated  that  conditions  under  which  bread  had  been  stored  were 
ideal  for  mould  development  and  may  be  traceable  to  customer’s 
household”.  When  a visit  was  made  to  see  where  and  how  long  the 
bread  had  been  kept  it  was  found  the  loaf  was  stored  for  two  days  in 
an  unventilated  press  next  to  the  fireplace. 


Annual  fumigation  was  carried  out  at  the  local  flour  mills  to  destroy 
insect  pests  and  which  also  reduced  rodents  in  these  premises.  Drinks 
from  a vending  machine  purveying  lemonade,  etc.,  was  suspected  of 
causing  illness  in  four  employees  working  on  a nearby  building  site. 
The  machine  was  put  out  of  order  by  the  firm  pending  results  of 
bacteriological  samples.  One  sample  was  found  to  show  growth  of 
sporing  bacillus.  The  machine  was  stripped  and  thoroughly  cleaned 
and  a regular  cleansing  routine  arranged.  It  was  difficult  to  pinpoint 
the  source  of  infection  when  a number  of  mild  cases  of  dysentery  were 
reported  in  the  town.  One  man  handling  foodstuffs  was  made  aware 
of  his  responsibilities  in  this  connection  when  it  was  found  that  his 
child  had  suffered  a touch  of  dysentery  over  a weekend  without  medical 
advice  having  been  sought.  Apart  from  many  verbal  instructions  given 
by  Inspectors  to  staff  and  management  in  food  shops  22  letters  were  sent 
in  terms  of  the  Regulations. 
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6.  Unsound  Food 


During  the  year  the  following  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  condemned  : 


Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Canned  Fruit 

2,246 

OO 

Canned  Vegetables  . . 

629 

Of 

Canned  Fish 

87 

14| 

Canned  Meat 

4,446 

12J 

Canned  Meat  and  Vegetables 

63 

10| 

Canned  Milk  and  Cream  . . 

169 

H 

Canned  Soup 

586 

10| 

Canned  Jam 

39 

4 

Fresh  Vegetables 

0 

0 

Fresh  Meat 

15 

8 

Fresh  Fish 

43 

8 

Miscellaneous 

457 

7 

8,785 

141 

7.  Meat 

The  Slaughterhouse  Superintendent,  Mr.  Albert  Walsh,  kindly 
provided  the  statistics  shown  on  page  44  relating  to  activities  at  the 
Abattoir  in  1960.  The  total  kill  was  33,220  animals,  a decrease  of 
5,854  over  the  previous  year;  cattle  rose  by  572;  calves  were  up  by  78 
but  sheep  and  pigs  dropped  in  numbers  by  5,782  and  722  animals 
respectively.  Inspection  of  all  carcases  was  made  in  accordance  with 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland)  1932  and  1948,  and 
all  meat  and  offals  condemned  were  processed  in  the  Iwel  plant  on  the 
premises  except  a limited  amount  of  liver  sold  locally  for  mink-feeding. 
By-product  sales  were  dried  blood  4 tons  17  cwts;  meat  and  bone  meal 
9 tons  8 cwts  and  technical  tallow  1 1 tons  3 cwts.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  ensure  humane  slaughtering  of  animals  in  terms  of  various 
Regulations  and  stock  awaiting  slaughter  was  adequately  housed  and 
watered.  Further  consideration  was  given  to  a system  of  overhead 
bleeding  being  introduced  at  the  cattle  slaughtering  hall  and  visits 
were  made  to  other  slaughterhouses  to  inspect  this  modern  method  of 
handling  which  improves  the  keeping  quality  of  carcases  and  reduces 
floor  contamination.  Approval  was  given  to  a plan  submitted  by  the 
Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation  to  install  a cold  box  in  the  main 
slaughtering  hall  for  use  in  connection  with  “export  trade”  and  the 
hygienic  storage  of  meat  in  warm  weather.  Generally,  a high  standard 
of  cleanliness  was  maintained  throughout  the  Abattoir  premises  and 
this  will  be  further  improved  when  the  boiler  plant  modifications  have 
been  carried  out. 
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KIRKCALDY  ABATTOIR 

Report  on  Condemnations — Year  Ending  December  1960 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Whole  carcases  condemned 

Part  or  Organ  condemned 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Cattle  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

1 

— 

— 

3 

7 ! — ! — 1 91 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 


Passed  after  refrigeration 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Cattle 

Calves  Sheep 

Pigs 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1* 

— I — 

— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 


ACTINOBACILLOSIS  and  ACTINOMYCOSIS 


Whole  carcases  condemned 

Part  or  Organ  condemned 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Cattle  Calves 

Sheep  Pigs 

3 



— 

— 

29f  i — 



SEPTICAEMIA 


TRICHINOSIS 


Whole  carcases  condemned 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

9 

1 15 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 


ALL  OTHER  DISEASES 


Whole  carcases  condemned 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

20 

14 

70 

15 

1,393 

— 

242 

212 

Part  or  Organ  condemned 


*This  carcase  also  affected  with  Johnes’  Disease  for  which  condemned. 
fOffals  only. 

Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  for  Year  ending  December  1960  : 
Cattle  6,306  Calves  898  Sheep  20,927  Pigs  5,089 
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8.  Ice  Cream  Premises 

In  terms  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948,  the  fol- 
lowing premises  and  vehicles  were  registered  by  the  Town  Council  at 


31st  December,  1960  : 

Manufacturing  Premises  . . . . 9 

Retail  Premises  . . . . . . 14 

Retail  Vehicles  (Motors)  . . . . 19 

Retail  Vehicles  (Horse)  . . . . 1 

Retail  Vehicles  (Barrows,  etc.)  . . 11 


In  addition  to  the  above  pre-wrapped  ice  cream  was  sold  from  55 
other  premises. 

Visits  to  registered  premises  totalled  37.  The  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness of  both  premises  and  equipment  was  found  to  be  good  though 
several  small  points  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  management  and 
staff  to  ensure  satisfactory  hygienic  conditions. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  tests,  along  with  one  sample  of  milk  ice.  Five  of  the 
ice  creams  gave  unsatisfactory  results,  3 failing  the  coliform  test  and 
2 had  uncountable  plate  counts.  Investigations  were  carried  out  at  the 
premises  concerned  and  faults  in  manufacture  remedied.  When 
follow-up  samples  were  taken  later  they  were  all  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  ice  cream  and  one  sample  of  milk  ice 
were  submitted  for  analysis  in  terms  of  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream) 
(Scotland)  Regulations,  1959.  All  complied.  A summary  of  the 
results  of  analyses  of  these  samples  is  given  under  section  4 of  this 
Report. 

9.  Shop  Acts 

In  terms  of  the  Shops  Acts  397  visits  were  made.  In  addition  to 
verbal  warnings  given  to  shopkeepers  regarding  minor  infringements  of 
the  Acts,  8 notifications  were  sent  regarding  the  following  matters  : 


Notices  and  closing  hours  . . . . 3 

Ventilation  . . . . . . . . 2 

Dirty  premises  . . . . . . 2 

General  defects  . . . . . . 1 


Five  new  shops  were  opened  during  the  year,  while  in  the  High 
Street  area  in  addition  to  modernisation  of  existing  shops  several  firms 
were  building  new  premises  or  reconstructing  other  shop  premises. 
There  are  some  860  shops  in  the  Burgh. 

Plans  were  approved  for  4 new  shops  and  for  alterations  to  16 
shops  including  improved  sanitary  accommodation  while  20  alterations 
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of  a general  nature  were  also  granted.  One  complaint  was  received 
regarding  non-observance  of  the  Hairdressers’  Closing  Orders  with 
respect  to  closure  on  the  half-day.  Several  inspections  were  made  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons.  In  all  cases  shops  kept  open  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  were  found  to  be  taking  Saturday  as  the  day  of 
the  weekly  half-holiday. 

Several  complaints  were  received  about  inadequate  heating  of 
shops,  tests  were  applied  and  in  all  cases  improvements  resulted.  The 
leasing  of  local  halls  for  one  or  two-day  carpet  and  furnishing  sales  by 
licenced  hawkers  is  on  the  increase.  Often  these  occur  on  a Wednesday 
which  is  the  principal  local  half-holiday  for  this  trade  and  adjustments 
are  necessary  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Shop  Acts  and  Orders. 
The  usual  suspension  of  closing  hours  was  granted  over  the  Christmas 
and  New  Year  period. 

10.  Places  of  Public  Refreshment 

Changes  in  the  register  consisted  of  5 cancellations  making  a total 
of  23  registered  premises.  During  the  year  38  inspections  were  made 
and  in  addition  to  compliance  with  byelaws  food  hygiene  requirements 
were  also  stressed.  Plans  were  submitted  for  alterations  to  3 licenced 
hotels  and  for  alterations  to  3 licenced  clubs,  which  included  improved 
sanitary  accommodation;  these  were  approved.  Work  was  in  progress 
this  year  on  extensions  to  sitting  accommodation  at  two  restaurants, 
and  on  the  construction  of  a new  restaurant  with  a self-service  snack  bar. 


GENERAL  SANITATION 

11.  Nuisance  and  Sanitary  Defects 

During  the  year  383  complaints  were  received  from  members  of 
the  public  and  179  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  were  discovered  by 
the  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  duties.  Some  of  the  alleged 
nuisances  did  not  warrant  action  by  the  department;  about  120  com- 
plaints were  remedied  immediately  on  being  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  parties  concerned.  The  abatement  of  nuisances  necessitated 
1,829  inspections  and  revisits.  There  were  141  intimations  and  notices 
served  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  and  the 
Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892.  Several  minor  infringements  of  the 
Kirkcaldy  Burgh  Extension  &c..  Order  Confirmation  Act,  1950,  were 
also  brought  to  the  notice  of  owners  and  occupiers. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  nuisances  dealt 
with  during  the  year  : 


1. 

Dirty  houses  and  premises  cleaned 

23 

2. 

Dirty  W.C.  apartments  cleansed  . . 

8 

3. 

Dirty  stairs  and  passages  cleaned 

17 

46 

4.  Dirty  areas  and  courts  cleaned 

5.  Verminous  houses  sprayed  and  fumigated 

6.  Insect  pest  conditions  remedied  . . 

7.  Dampness  in  houses  abated  or  improved 

8.  Defective  sinks  repaired  or  renewed 

9.  Defective  water  closets  repaired  or  renewed 

10.  Defective  rhones,  waste  pipes,  etc.,  repaired 

1 1.  Choked  sinks,  tubs  and  water  closets  cleared 

12.  Choked  drains  and  traps  cleared  . . 

13.  Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed 

14.  Accumulations  of  manure  removed 

15.  Keeping  of  hens,  dogs,  cats,  dirty 

16.  Miscellaneous  nuisances 


11 

17 

124 

70 


17 

4 

49 

54 


562 


Nuisances  and  complaints  dealt  with  showed  a substantial  increase 
over  the  previous  year,  and  the  largest  number  of  notifications  referred 
to  insect  pests  of  various  kinds  ranging  from  wasps’  nests  to  houses 
infested  with  clothes  moths,  gooseberry  mites,  plaster  beetles  and  ear- 
wigs. Some  of  these  insect  infestations  required  thorough  investigation 
before  the  source  of  trouble  was  located  and  remedial  action  taken. 
For  instance,  a stack  of  bricks,  a partly  made  garden  path  and  the 
stabs  of  a chestnut  paling  fence  were  all  found  to  be  breeding  grounds 
of  earwigs  which  seriously  infested  the  ground  floor  rooms  of  a four- 
storey  maisonette  block  of  houses.  A plaster  beetle  infestation  was 
found  in  a newly  completed  municipal  house  shortly  after  the  tenant 
moved  in.  This  beetle  Enicmus  Minictus  is  new  to  this  area,  but  how 
it  was  introduced  and  why  it  should  only  infest  one  of  many  newly 
plastered  houses,  remains  a mystery.  All  that  can  be  said  is  that  slow- 
drying  damp  plaster  with  surface  fungus  and  moulds  to  feed  upon 
were  conducive  to  their  presence. 

Another  beetle,  not  seen  much  in  this  area,  was  handed  in  by  a 
householder  who  wondered  if  it  was  dangerous.  This  was  identified  as 
the  “Burying  or  Scavenger  Beetle”,  a useful  kind  of  insect  that  mainly 
works  by  night  burying  small  birds  and  mice  in  the  ground,  and  upon 
which  it  lays  its  eggs  so  that  the  young  will  have  a supply  of  food  when 
they  hatch  out.  Silver  fish  also  caused  nuisance  at  industrial  premises 
where  a honeycomb  of  passages  under  the  floors,  containing  steam 
pipes,  provided  an  ideal  breeding  ground.  Fumigation  by  the  firm  at 
regular  intervals  kept  this  infestation  in  check.  No  infestation  by  bugs 
was  reported  this  year  but  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
houses  which  had  to  be  treated  for  the  presence  of  fleas. 

In  only  a few  cases  was  difficulty  experienced  in  getting  owners  to 
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undertake  repairs  to  properties  when  complaints  arose;  in  one  case 
progress  was  slow  in  the  completion  of  repairs  to  roofs,  rhones  and 
conductors,  causing  internal  dampness  to  dwellinghouses.  Service  of 
an  official  notice  was  also  necessary  at  another  tenement  property  where 
the  slated  roof  was  in  disrepair;  the  owner  offered  the  property  to  the 
Town  Council  because  of  the  expensive  repair  involved  but  this  was 
declined.  Intimations  were  sent  to  several  owners  and  owner-occupiers 
in  the  Smeaton  Street  area  regarding  a variety  of  defects  not  only  at 
the  main  structure  of  the  tenement  houses  but  also  regarding  the 
condition  of  outbuildings  housing  common  W.C.’s  and  mutual  wash- 
houses. In  course  of  housing  inspection  it  was  found  that  one  large 
dwellinghouse  was  being  occupied  by  several  different  families  with 
only  a minimum  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  kitchen  facilities  being 
provided.  After  protracted  correspondence  the  number  of  families  in 
occupation  was  reduced  by  half  since  improvements  were  not  contem- 
plated. Among  complaints  of  smells  from  industrial  premises  was  one 
concerning  odours  emanating  from  an  outdoor  rag  dump  in  course  of 
being  dismantled  after  nine  months  storage  instead  of  a normal  storage 
period  of  about  three  months.  Disinfectant  spray  was  used  by  the  firm 
concerned  to  control  the  nuisance.  A consignment  of  baled  rags  from 
abroad  to  another  firm  caused  concern  when  it  was  found  they  were 
dirtier  than  usual,  were  damp  and  had  a high  sand  and  soil  content. 
Fortunately  the  firm  was  able  to  process  the  rags  at  once  with  the 
minimum  of  handling  and  storage.  Unpleasant  smells  at  Links  Street 
were  also  reported  again,  particularly  at  full  tides,  when  sewage  tem- 
porarily built  up  in  the  main  sewers  and  gases  escaped  into  the  street 
from  manholes.  The  discharge  of  wastes  and  warm  water  from  the 
nearby  Gas  Works  added  to  the  nuisance;  this  was  seen  by  the  effect 
of  ammonia  fumes  on  paintwork  of  rhones  and  rainwater  conductors 
in  the  area.  The  waste  warm  water  from  the  Gas  Works  was  requested 
to  be  reduced  in  temperature  before  discharge  and  coke  filters  on  the 
waste  outlet  were  renewed.  Remedial  action  was  taken  when  it  was 
found  that  diesel  fumes  were  escaping  from  a garage  into  the  roof 
space  of  a dwellinghouse. 

Altogether  203  inspections  were  made  to  staircases  and  common 
passages;  67  notices  were  served  on  owners  calling  for  painting  or 
whitewashing  of  41  passages,  etc.  A further  45  visits  made  later  re- 
vealed that  works  were  completed  in  21  instances,  and  in  12  cases  it 
was  outstanding  or  in  the  hands  of  contractors.  Inspections  at  piggeries 
and  stables  totalled  37;  piggeries  declined  to  20  premises,  with  less 
pigs  being  kept  at  16  piggeries.  Only  4 piggeries  showed  an  increase 
in  stock,  the  largest  of  which  kept  120  pigs.  Stray  pigeons  were  re- 
duced by  424  birds  and  many  eggs  and  nests  were  destroyed  at  old 
properties  closed  or  awaiting  demolition.  No  nuisance  of  consequence 
arose  during  the  period  of  the  Links  Market  with  its  influx  of  349 
living  and  sleeping  vans  and  crowds  of  people  to  the  showground  on 
the  Esplanade. 

12,  Rats  and  Mice 

A separate  report  is  sent  annually  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
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for  Scotland  in  respect  of  work  done  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949.  The  following  information  is  extracted  therefrom  : 


1. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  . . 

. . 791 

2. 

Number  found  infested  with  rats  or  mice 

..  236 

3. 

Actual  number  of  rats  destroyed  . . 

..  529 

4. 

Actual  number  of  mice  trapped  . . 

..  1,072 

Income  for  services  at  private  properties  £29  Os.  Od. 

Householders  and  others  were  reminded  periodically  by  advertise- 
ment in  local  papers  to  report  the  presence  of  rats  or  mice  within  lands 
and  premises  and  offering  the  services  of  an  experienced  operator. 
Regular  surveys  were  made  of  known  sites  where  infestations  had 
occurred  in  previous  years,  particularly  open  areas  near  watercourses, 
agricultural  lands,  demolition  sites,  condemned  properties,  workmen’s 
huts  on  buildings  sites  and  at  Corporation  refuse  tips.  Survey  and  test 
baiting  of  all  schools  in  the  town  resulted  in  six  schools  requiring  treat- 
ment by  County  operators  for  the  destruction  of  mice  during  holiday 
periods. 

13.  Infectious  Diseases 

Work  connected  with  infectious  diseases  called  for  investigation 
into  289  cases  comprising  : Scarlet  Fever  41;  Infective  Jaundice  34; 
Gastro-Enteritis  49;  Dysentery  I2I;  Food  Poisoning  10;  Diarrhoea  6; 
and  Hepatitis  28. 

A report  was  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  all  cases 
investigated  and  intimations  of  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease  was 
notified  to  headmasters  of  local  schools  in  84  instances. 

14.  Water  Supply 

The  rainfall  recorded  at  Lothrie  for  the  year  1960  was  39.39  inches, 
being  equivalent  to  106.75%  of  the  Long  Average  Rainfall  of  36.9 
inches.  Taken  as  a whole,  the  year’s  rainfall  was  only  slightly  above 
average,  the  pattern  being  a dry  spring  and  a wet  summer  and  autumn. 
The  reservoirs  were  at  full  capacity  on  12th  February,  1960,  but  fol- 
lowing a dry  spell  to  June  there  was  a loss  in  storage  which  continued 
until  September  despite  a wet  July  and  August.  In  his  report  on  the 
water  storage  position  the  Water  Engineer,  Mr.  Robert  Ritchie,  stated 
that  “the  loss  in  storage  for  the  period  March  to  September  was  quite 
appreciable,  amounting  to  approximately  38  % of  the  available  storage. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  average  or  more  than  average  rainfall  at  an 
even  rate  must  occur  during  the  autumn  and  winter  to  conserve  the 
supply.  Unfortunately  this  can  never  be  depended  upon  and  in  event 
of  a dry  autumn  following  a dry  summer  reliance  will,  in  the  future, 
require  to  be  placed  more  and  more  on  underground  water’’. 

In  January,  1960,  a start  was  made  to  sink  a bore  near  the  site  of 
the  old  Lina  Pit,  in  search  of  underground  water.  By  September  the 
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Lina  Borehole,  as  it  became  known,  was  under  pumping  test  with  en- 
couraging results.  The  bore  was  sunk  to  a final  depth  of  475  feet,  steel 
lining  tubes  inserted  and  suitable  pumping  plant  installed.  By  the  end 
of  the  year  the  yield  from  the  bore  was  in  the  region  of  2 million  gallons 
daily.  The  pumping  of  water  from  the  Rothes  Borehole  to  augment 
the  burgh  supply  at  the  end  of  1959  ceased  on  5th  January  due  to  the 
improved  storage  position  at  the  reservoirs. 

Samples  of  drinking  water  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical analysis  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

15.  Factories 

Two  old  established  businesses,  one  a linen  factory  in  the  Gallatown 
area  and  the  other  a flour  mill  near  the  main  railway  station  closed  down 
this  year.  On  the  credit  side  a large  extension  to  a carpet  factory  was 
completed,  while  considerable  building  work  was  under  way  extending 
makings  and  grain  storage  silos  for  two  local  firms. 

There  were  340  mechanical  and  39  non-mechanical  factories  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  1960,  while  in  addition  23  building  sites  came  under 
supervision  by  terms  of  Section  7 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937.  Only  one 
outworker  was  registered. 

Inspections  totalled  239,  mainly  in  respect  of  cleanliness  and  the 
condition  of  sanitary  accommodation.  There  were  66  visits  to  butchers 
premises  and  31  visits  to  bakehouses  not  only  in  connection  with 
Factories  Act  requirements  but  also  for  the  purposes  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 

On  17  occasions  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  of  factories  was 
directed  to  the  lack  of  cleanliness  of  the  premises;  in  all  cases  the 
conditions  were  remedied  when  a subsequent  inspection  was  made.  In 
6 cases  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation  was  found,  in  two  of  these 
cases  remedial  work  was  not  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  One 
intimation  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  concerning  inadequate 
lighting  and  lack  of  cleanliness  at  a factory  was  dealt  with  and  con- 
ditions remedied.  Plans  were  submitted  for  examination  and  report 
in  respect  of  alterations,  extensions  and  for  new  or  improved  sanitary 
accommodation  at  1 1 factories  and  for  major  extensions  at  4 factories 
and  minor  alterations  at  7 factories.  Plans  were  also  examined  in 
respect  of  4 new  factories. 

16.  Lodging  Houses 

There  were  no  further  developments  regarding  the  possibility  of 
closing  the  one  remaining  lodging  house  in  the  town  at  Mid  Street. 
Meanwhile  the  structure  of  the  premises  continued  to  deteriorate 
though  it  can  be  reported  there  was  some  improvement  in  the  general 
cleanliness  of  the  house.  On  the  most  recent  visit  it  was  found  the 
accommodation  was  not  fully  occupied  there  being  only  1 1 residents, 
mostly  elderly  men,  who  have  lived  in  lodging  houses  for  years.  Few 
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casuals  now  frequent  this  lodging  house  and  most  of  those  coming 
under  the  supervision  of  the  National  Assistance  Board  for  overnight 
accommodation  were  directed  to  places  outside  the  burgh. 

No  serious  infestation  of  vermin  occurred  at  the  premises.  A 
supply  of  D.D.T.  powder  is  made  available,  when  required. 

17.  Smoke,  Grit  and  Fumes 

An  indication  that  some  progress  was  made  in  reducing  atmos- 
pheric pollution  from  industrial  plants  was  shown  by  the  appreciable 
improvement  in  the  amount  of  solid  matter  falling  in  the  Loughborough 
Road  and  Smeaton  areas  where  the  deposit  gauges  are  situated.  The 
overall  average  deposit  of  14.99  tons  per  square  mile  over  the  year 
compared  favourably  with  171.9  tons  in  1959,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  rainfall  was  much  higher  in  1960.  A survey  of  boiler  plant  revealed 
that  there  were  21  industrial  hand-fired  boliers  in  the  town,  1 1 industrial 
boilers  with  automatic  stokers  and  8 industrial  oil-fired  installations. 
On  the  staff  side  67  boiler  operators  were  employed  on  these  plants, 
52  being  fully  employed  as  boiler  operators  whilst  15  were  employed 
part-time  and  do  other  duties  in  the  factory.  The  latter  arrangement 
cannot  be  recommended  and  was  often  the  cause  of  excessive  smoke 
due  to  “heavy”  firing  to  keep  the  head  of  steam  up  while  the  operator 
was  away  from  the  boilerhouse. 

Inspections  of  boiler  plant  numbered  28  while  21  smoke  obser- 
vations were  made  of  factory  chimneys,  several  of  which  came  within 
the  “dark  smoke”  definition.  It  was  not  fully  appreciated  by  manage- 
ment and  staff  that  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  includes  provisions  for 
penalties  to  be  imposed  when  dark  smoke  was  discharged.  Two  verbal 
warnings  and  a written  intimation  of  excessive  discharge  of  smoke  were 
issued. 

A petition  was  received  from  residents  nearby  and  in  an  adjoining 
housing  area  complaining  about  smoke  nuisance  and  fly-ash  discharge 
from  the  chimney  of  a creamery,  which  was  confirmed  by  observation. 
On  investigation  it  was  found  the  firm  were  putting  in  an  improved 
grate,  balanced  draught  and  thermo-controlled  equipment  to  burn 
coke  breeze  and  were  also  fitting  a new  pot  in  the  fireplace  of  the  other 
upright  boiler  to  maintain  the  underfeed  stoker  in  proper  working 
condition.  This  boiler  plant  is  still  under  observation.  Discussions 
took  place  with  one  firm  and  the  National  Coal  Board  about  smoke 
nuisance  from  the  work’s  chimney  and  the  poor  quality  of  coal  now 
being  supplied.  This  boiler  plant  was  overloaded  at  times  and  a good 
fuel  was  essential  to  avoid  nuisance.  Proposals  to  install  new  boiler 
plant  was  under  consideration.  The  type  of  fuel  used  at  public  buildings 
was  also  considered  to  be  the  cause  of  unnecessary  smoke,  coupled 
with  a low  chimney  in  relation  to  surrounding  buildings.  Smokeless 
or  semi-smokeless  fuel  was  to  be  tried  for  next  heating  season. 

During  boilerhouse  inspections  it  was  found  that  a number  of 
firms  had  failed  to  notify  the  Local  Authority  of  the  installation  of  new 
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furnaces  or  extensive  alterations  to  others  in  terms  of  the  Act.  Noti-  I 

fication  was  sent  to  50  owners  of  premises  advising  them  of  the  re-  « 

quirements  and  a form  was  enclosed  for  recording  new  or  improved  j 

plant  installed.  All  local  heating  engineers  were  also  given  a supply  of  j 

forms  to  enable  future  installations  to  be  recorded  promptly  with  the  j 

Local  Authority;  and  when  plans  were  submitted  for  the  Dean  of  j 

Guild  Court  which  included  a heating  installation,  the  architect  was 
also  advised  of  requirements.  Sixteen  notifications  were  received  in  ■'I 

terms  of  section  3 (3)  of  the  Act.  No  requests  were  received  for  prior  * 

approval  of  boiler  plant  to  be  installed.  Twelve  plans  were  submitted 
in  respect  of  chimney  heights,  10  were  approved  without  alteration  ^ 
while  2 were  approved  after  being  raised  in  height.  1 

Among  noteworthy  improvements  recorded  this  year  was  the  *?■ 

change-over  to  oil-firing  of  the  forge  works  at  Overton  Road  thereby  |! 

removing  a serious  smoke  nuisance  which  has  existed  for  many  years.  ’ 

Investigations  were  still  being  made  by  the  firm  about  possible  con- 
version of  the  hydraulic  press  shop  furnaces  nearby.  Two  other  large 
firms  also  went  over  to  oil-fired  plant  and  in  one  case  the  tall  chimney 
was  taken  down.  The  Cornish  boiler  plant  at  one  hospital  was  scrapped 
when  the  new  battery  of  three  boilers  with  chain  grate  equipment  and 
automatic  stokers  went  into  service.  All  these  chimneys  had  been 
smoke  offenders  in  the  past.  At  this  stage  it  should  be  recorded  that 
six  of  the  seven  boilermen  attending  a Boiler  Operators  course  at  the 
local  Technical  College  last  winter  gained  the  Boiler  Operators  Certi- 
ficate. 

Dealing  with  domestic  smoke,  which  is  considered  to  be  the  major 
source  of  low  level  atmospheric  pollution  today,  the  Town  Council 
approved  provisional  proposals  to  form  three  smoke  control  areas. 

These  proposals  amend  the  previous  submissions  to  the  Department  of 
Health,  which  included  Templehall  new  housing  area,  now  being  ex- 
cluded in  favour  of  an  extension  of  the  proposed  Linktown  smoke 
control  area,  and  also  taking  in  two  areas  of  private  housing  develop- 
ment at  Raith  and  Muttonhall.  The  observations  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  are  awaited.  Discussions  took  place  with  representatives  of  the 
Ministry  of  Power  and  the  Gas  Board  regarding  adequacy  of  supplies 
of  smokeless  fuels  for  these  areas.  An  exhibition  house  was  open  to 
the  public  for  a month  showing  the  various  types  of  domestic  solid 
fuel  appliances  and  the  range  of  fuels  now  available.  This  was  a joint 
effort  between  the  Coal  Utilisation  Council  and  local  coal  merchants. 

i 

Air  pollution  investigations  continued  this  year  with  two  deposit  ! 

gauges  to  record  the  deposit  of  solid  matter  falling  from  the  atmosphere 
on  to  the  burgh  each  month  and  four  lead  peroxide  instruments  to 
indicate  the  average  sulphur  pollution  of  the  air  we  breathe  and  its 
possible  effect  on  stonework  and  girders.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
undernoted  figures  some  improvement  in  atmospheric  pollution  took 
place  in  1960  : j 
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Lead  Peroxide  Candles 


Sile 

A verage  Sulphur  Pollution 
mgm  SO J 100  sqxmsjday 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1. 

0.87 

0.94 

1.02 

2. 

0.70 

0.69 

0.73 

3. 

0.47 

0.41 

0.47 

4. 

0.78 

0.81 

0.87 

Deposit  Gauge  Samples 

Results  expressed  in  Tons  per  square  mile 

A verage  monthly 

Average  Monthly 

deposit  of  Solid 

Site 

Rainfall 

Matter 

in  inches 

tonsjsq.  mile 

1960  1959 

1960  1959  1958 

1.  Loughborough  Rd.  2.44  1.77 

10.21  12.32  17.04 

2.  Denburn  Yard 

2.58  1.84 

14.78  16.35  17.07 

18.  Burial  Grounds 

The  three  main  burial  grounds,  under  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Parks  Department,  were  maintained  satisfactorily.  During 
a long  spell  of  wet  weather  advice  was  given  on  precautions  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  water  seepage  into  open  graves  and  for  the  sanitary 
disposal  of  drainage  therefrom.  The  five  old  burying  grounds  within 
the  burgh  were  not  used  to  any  extent,  except  Abbotshall  Churchyard; 
three  of  these  grounds  are  under  direct  control  of  the  Parks  Depart- 
ment while  grave-digging,  if  required,  was  done  at  the  two  other 
grounds  by  the  same  department.  Grass  cutting  and  paths  received 
attention  at  all  burial  grounds. 

The  Corporation  crematorium  at  Dunnikier  functioned  without 
complaint.  Number  of  cremations  carried  out  this  year  was  690. 

19.  Rivers  Pollution 

Waste  water  treatment  plant  for  paper  felt  factory  industrial 
effluent,  which  had  been  discharged  for  many  years  into  the  East 
Burn,  was  completed  in  May,  and  the  discharge  connected  to  the  Cor- 
poration sewer.  Thereafter  a noticeable  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  this  watercourse  took  place  and  the  foreshore  where  the  burn  meets 
the  sea  was  freed  from  fibre  and  rag  waste  contamination.  Temporary 
sewage  contamination  occurred  near  the  Pathhead  outfall  sewer  when 
an  electrical  shut-down  stopped  the  comminutor  plant  and  allowed  un- 
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treated  sewage  to  be  discharged  for  about  48  hours.  The  contamination 
ceased  shortly  after  power  was  restored.  Since  tipping  of  rubbish  was 
controlled  at  Pathhead  foreshore  and  grass  seed  sown  on  the  levelled 
ground,  the  braes  were  in  a much  cleaner  condition;  when  building 
operations  nearby  are  completed  this  whole  area  should  form  a useful 
open  space  for  out-door  activities. 

The  Tiel  Burn  was  not  polluted  to  any  noticeable  extent  during 
its  course  through  the  burgh. 

The  Firth  of  Forth  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  (Tidal  Waters)  Order, 
1960,  came  into  force  on  1st  August,  1960.  The  effect  of  this  Order  was 
to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  (Scotland) 
Act,  1951,  to  that  part  of  the  Forth  in  which  the  Burgh  of  Kirkcaldy  is 
interested. 


20.  Schools,  Cinemas,  Public  Buildings  and  Dance  Halls 

Discussions  took  place  with  County  officials  regarding  sanitary 
accommodation  for  the  half-time  school,  Viewforth  Street,  the  tem- 
porary arrangements  for  sanitary  facilities  at  certain  parts  of  the 
Technical  College  during  phase  1 of  the  extension  programme,  which 
commenced  this  year,  and  concerning  the  control  of  vermin  in  schools, 
particularly  mice.  Satisfactory  arrangements  were  come  to  in  all  these 
matters  and  for  the  completion  of  minor  defects  found  at  school 
premises.  Soil  and  ashes  were  removed  from  the  air  raid  shelters  at 
the  West  School  before  the  playground  was  paved,  thereby  removing 
a dust  and  mud  nuisance  which  had  prevailed  for  many  years  and 
which  was  a cause  of  complaint  by  adjoining  householders.  The  shelters 
themselves  will  be  demolished  next  year. 

At  Pathhead  School  the  extension  providing  new  sanitary  accom- 
modation for  primary  and  infant  boys  and  girls  was  completed.  This 
replaced  obsolete  accommodation,  the  subject  of  complaint  in  past  few 
years.  All  cinemas,  dance  halls  and  other  places  of  entertainment  were 
visited  at  the  annual  inspection  before  licences  were  granted  and  on 
other  occasions.  The  few  sanitary  defects  found  were  quickly  remedied. 
The  capacity  figure  for  dances  and  other  functions  at  one  hotel  was 
increased  from  100  to  140  persons  and  at  one  small  dance  hall  the 
capacity  of  the  balcony  was  fixed  at  40  persons. 

A total  of  43  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  in  1960. 

21.  Offices 

No  matters  of  importance  arose  concerning  sanitary  conditions  in 
offices.  Those  visited,  mainly  attached  to  factories  and  shops,  were 
found  to  be  clean  and  well  maintained  .The  Sanitary  Inspector  was 
appointed  to  act  as  the  Council’s  authorised  officer  in  terms  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Offices  Act,  1960.  Thirty-six  inspections  of  offices 
were  made  this  year.  Ten  plans  were  approved  for  new  offices  or  for 
major  office  alterations,  including  improved  sanitary  accommodation. 
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22.  Cleansing 

The  year  saw  several  major  changes  in  the  Cleansing  Department. 
With  the  introduction  of  the  five-day  week  the  refuse  collection  ser- 
vices were  reduced  to  twice  weekly  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  special 
collections  of  old  furniture  and  bedding,  etc.,  were  diverted  to  Wednes- 
days only  at  a small  charge  and  a campaign  was  inaugurated  to  en- 
courage householders  and  others  to  use  standard  galvanised  refuse 
bins  or  refuse  bins  with  lids.  It  was  emphasised  that  not  only  would 
a proper  bin  provide  sanitary  storage  of  refuse  in  the  home  or  backyard 
and  keep  down  flies  and  discourage  vermin  but  would  prevent  refuse 
being  blown  about  in  windy  weather  or  be  interfered  with  when  placed 
outside  for  collection.  All  local  ironmongers  were  notified  of  the  types 
of  dustbins  which  had  been  approved,  mainly  those  of  from  1]  to  2 
cubic  feet  capacity. 

To  ensure  that  streets  were  clean  at  the  weekend  the  main  streets 
continued  to  be  swept  on  Saturday  forenoons  and  Sunday  mornings. 
Over  250  litter  bins  were  now  distributed  throughout  the  town,  and 
the  Town  Council  took  part  in  the  concentrated  period  of  anti-litter 
publicity  by  displaying  posters  and  encouraging  the  public  to  use  the 
litter  bins.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  litter  bins  are  being  used  to 
a greater  extent  than  ever  before  although  much  unnecessary  litter  still 
had  to  be  swept  up  from  our  streets.  Unfortunately  the  damage  caused 
to  litter  bins  by  vandals  nullified  to  some  extent  any  saving  the  Council 
may  have  gained  through  improved  cleanliness  of  our  streets,  for  the 
expense  of  providing  and  maintaining  litter  bins  was  now  a heavy  item 
of  expenditure.  Fifty  litter  bins  had  to  be  removed  for  repair  or  re- 
placement during  the  year.  Nine  large  litter  bins  were  provided  tem- 
porarily near  the  main  gates  of  the  Beveridge  Park  during  the  six-day 
run  of  a circus. 

Gallatown  Quarry  Tip  was  discontinued  for  the  tipping  of  domestic 
refuse  on  2nd  July,  having  been  in  use  for  about  forty  years.  All  refuse 
from  Dysart,  Gallatown,  Pathhead  and  Sinclairtown  areas  was  trans- 
ported thereafter  by  relay  vehicles  to  the  main  Corporation  Tip  at 
Balbarton;  the  bulldozer  was  also  transferred  to  control  the  tip,  now 
the  only  refuse  disposal  point  for  domestic  refuse  for  the  whole  burgh. 
Gallatown  Tip  was  in  course  of  being  transferred  to  Parks  Account  for 
the  development  of  sports  facilities  in  the  area.  A supply  of  electricity 
was  introduced  to  the  tip  attendants’  cottages  at  Balbarton,  which 
were  modernised  some  time  ago,  and  an  electrical  pumping  unit  went 
into  service  to  supply  water  to  the  house  storage  tanks  from  a well. 

A start  was  made  with  the  erection  of  a public  convenience  at 
Cairns  Street.  The  proposed  new  public  convenience  at  Victoria 
Street,  Dysart,  to  replace  the  old  one  demolished  due  to  redevelopment 
operations,  is  now  the  only  convenience  to  be  erected  under  the  present 
building  programme.  Vandalism  at  public  conveniences  is  on  the  in- 
crease. Extensive  damage  was  done  to  a fairly  new  convenience  at 
Hendry  Road  where  glass  louvred  windows,  locks  and  water  pipes 
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were  broken  or  wrenched  from  their  fittings;  metal  grilles  were  fitted 
to  the  windows  in  place  of  glass. 

The  once-weekly  special  collection  of  wastepaper  from  house- 
holders gave  increasing  returns  and  sales  of  baled  wastepaper  to 
industry  averaged  over  80  tons  per  month.  To  speed  up  handling  and 
sorting  into  the  three  grades,  newsprint,  fibreboard  and  mixed  waste- 
paper,  two  boxes  and  bogies  were  added  to  the  baling  plant.  A small 
market  continued  for  tins  and  other  scrap  materials.  For  the  year 
ending  15th  May,  1960,  the  cost  of  all  these  services  amounted  to 
£57,495  Os.  Od.  after  allowing  for  revenue  of  £9,610  Os.  Od.  This 
worked  out  at  21/lOd.  per  head  of  the  population  or  about  5d.  per 
week — a very  reasonable  charge  for  all  the  services  provided.  A new 
S.D.  14  cubic  yard  refuse  collector  went  into  service  in  May,  1960. 


23.  Sewers  and  Drains 

One  serious  chokage  of  an  outfall  sewer  occurred  at  Dysart  fore- 
shore due  to  the  accumulation  of  pit  redd  on  the  beach  blocking  the 
outlet  pipe.  It  took  some  time  to  discover  the  line  of  sewer  owing  to 
the  overlay  of  refuse  above  it.  A new  manhole  was  built  to  facilitate 
future  clearance  since  the  sewer  seemed  to  contain  stones  or  redd  which 
could  not  be  completely  removed.  Nuisance  in  the  area  ceased  when 
these  improvements  were  completed,  but  it  was  necessary  to  spray  and 
disinfect  the  surrounding  beach.  A chokage  of  a small  sewer  behind 
David  Street  area  was  suspected  when  heavy  rains  and  a thunderstorm 
caused  an  upsurge  of  sewage  into  house  property  drains  and  along 
the  line  of  drains  in  garden  ground.  On  investigation  Corporation 
workmen  removed  a short  length  of  wood  and  a brick  from  the  sewer, 
which  had  caused  the  blockage. 

Extensions  were  made  to  sewers  for  two  private  development 
estates.  A duplicate  sewer  was  in  course  of  being  designed  for  the 
East  Burn  drainage  scheme. 

High  tides  in  January  caused  some  flooding  and  debris,  stones, 
seaweed  and  sand  over  on  to  the  main  road  towards  the  south  end  of 
the  Esplanade.  Flooding  at  the  north  end  has  been  reduced  since  the 
inner  sea  wall  was  erected. 


24.  Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

Two  premises  were  registered  under  this  Act.  No  infringements 
were  discovered  or  reported  in  course  of  inspections. 


25.  Pet  Animals  Act 

Two  applications  were  granted  to  keep  a pet  animal  shop.  The 
owners  complied  with  the  various  requirements. 
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26.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act  and  Orders 

Authorised  sellers  of  Part  II  poisons  numbered  31  covering  45 
premises.  No  infringements  were  discovered.  At  three  other  shops, 
however,  goods  coming  within  the  Act  were  found  on  display.  One  of 
these  shopkeepers  immediately  applied  to  be  registered;  the  other  two 
discontinued  the  sale  of  the  goods  concerned.  Altogether  61  visits 
were  made  in  connection  with  proper  labelling  of  containers  and 
packages. 


27.  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 

All  the  six  samples  but  one  conformed  to  the  guarantee  given  in 
terms  of  the  Fertiliser  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926.  The  meat  and 
bone  meal  sample  was  high  in  one  constituent  and  low  in  another, 
caused  mainly  through  an  excess  of  oil  in  the  product.  A new  filtering 
bag  was  fitted  at  the  manufacturing  plant  concerned. 

Samples  examined  included  potato  fertiliser,  lawn  sand,  mag- 
nesium limestone,  bran  and  pig-meal. 


28.  The  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

There  being  only  a few  farms  within  the  burgh  no  statutory  action 
was  required  under  this  Act. 


29.  Caravan  Sites 

In  view  of  the  new  system  of  licencing  control  which  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960, 
a survey  and  report  was  prepared  of  sites  in  the  town  where  caravans 
stand,  for  consideration  by  the  Town  Council.  The  new  legislation 
was  advertised  locally  and  an  explanatory  leaflet  was  sent  to  the  site 
owners  concerned.  It  was  found  that  there  were  14  occupied  caravans 
on  8 separate  sites,  with  a maximum  of  6 vans  on  one  site,  showing 
that  it  is  quite  a small  problem  in  this  town.  On  sanitary,  health  and 
amenity  grounds,  however,  the  need  for  control  of  caravan  sites  is 
necessary,  particularly  to  prevent  caravans  being  parked  on  lands  and 
premises  quite  unsuitable  for  this  purpose,  as  was  the  case  recently 
when  some  vans  were  parked  at  unauthorised  sites  near  Seafield  and 
Bridgeton. 


30.  Noise  Abatement 

So  far  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  new 
powers  made  available  by  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960. 
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